CHM LEADERSHIP CERTIFICATION

Level III, Course #1
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(Handouts)
Psalm 1:1-3
“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsels of the wicked . . . But his delight is in the law of the Lord . . . He is like a tree planted by streams of water . . . Whatever he does prospers.” 
The Values Tree  
·  Good genetic stock

· Good soil – “goodness of fit”  
· Sunshine – of love and warmth

· Watering – with gentle teaching from God’s Word and life experiences

· Fertilizer – special teaching experiences

· Pruning – discipline

· Protection – from winds/storms
Strong Values Needed
“Children need more than good food, a nice physical environment and psychological understanding; they need to learn ethical principles—a firm notion of what they ought 

to do, and what they ought not to do, and why?”









  Robert Coles, Family Weekly 
Ellen G. White’s Counsels
“Parents, teach your children . . . how to conduct themselves in the home with true politeness.  Educate them to show kindness and tenderness to one another. . .The principles of heaven are to be brought into the government of the home.  Every child is to be taught to be polite, compassionate, loving, pitiful, courteous, tenderhearted.” 









-- Child Guidance, 143
Why Are Values Important?

· Lights the dark moments of decision

· Points the way to the path of integrity and honesty

· Keeps the soul in tune with God

· Provide a sense of purpose

· Directs the means and ends of actions 
· Are standards of conduct 

Values Begin with God
· Without God, values die

· God is no longer the source of values for most people
· God’s values are sometimes drastically different from the secular values
What are God’s values?
· Galatians  5:22,23

· 2 Peter 1:5-7
· 1 Corinthians  13
· Matthew  5:3-11

What Values Are Important to You?
· Faith
· Respect 
· Kindness and compassion
· Honesty and integrity
· Patience
· Humility and peace
· Responsibility
· Self-control
· Loyalty and commitment
· Contentment and thankfulness
All values are rooted in Love 
Effective Methods of Values Transformation
1. MAINTAIN POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS
Child Guidance, p. 496
"As the very best friends of these inexperienced ones, parents should help them in the work of overcoming…They should consider that their own dear children who are seeking to do right are younger members of the Lord's family…With loving interest they should teach them day by day what it means to be children of God and to yield the will in obedience to Him. Teach them that obedience to God involves obedience to their parents. This must be a daily, hourly work. Parents, watch, watch and pray, and make your children your companions.”
Effective Methods of Values Transformation

2.  MODELING

What Do They Model? 
· Parents/teachers’ actions, words, and demeanor.
· How they treat others and treat them.
· Their attitudes and behaviors.
· How to handle disappointments.
· What Christians do when they make mistakes—forgiveness in Christ.
· How God is at work in their lives.
Dwight Moody

“Where one reads the Bible, a hundred read you and me.”

Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 119 

"Parents are giving to their children an example either of obedience or of transgression.  By their example and teaching, the eternal destiny of their households will in most cases be decided. In the future life the children will be what their parents have made them."

Effective Methods of Values Transmission
3. TEACHABLE MOMENTS
Deuteronomy 6:5-7

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.  And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.  You shall TEACH them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”

How to Create Teachable Moments 
· Articulate and acknowledge children's actions of kindness, ability to resolve conflicts, hospitality, etc.
· Provide situations to think more deeply about moral issues and dilemmas in 

various situations.  
· Provide events, experiences, and materials to develop traditions/rituals that 

create a bond in faith.   
John Gardner, Self-Renewal, 21 
 “All too often we are giving our young people cut flowers when we should be
teaching them to innovate.  We think of the mind as a storehouse to be filled 
when we should be thinking of it as an instrument to be used.”
Teaching Strategies: 
· Stories 
· Questions 
· Real-life situations
· Act-it-out scenes
· Posters and pictures
· Values journal
· Post Bible verses in strategic places
· Pray with children every day
Effective Methods of Values Transmission 
4. POSITIVE DISCIPLINE
Discipline Guidelines

·  Correct misbehaviors with love
·  Explain the reason for punishment if there is a need for it, but love should always be the basis of correction 
·  Avoid being authoritarian – authoritarian parents & teachers who control children through punishment and reward retard moral growth. 

·  Adults who treat children with respect, fairness and consideration, promote moral growth.
Effective Methods of Values Transmission  
5. ESTABLISH FAMILY ALTAR
The Valuegenesis Project on Family Worship
How often does your family have worship?

VG2       VG1 

  Never                                                        

23%     26%

  Less than once a month 



13%     11%

  About once a month


 

  7%       6%

  About 2-3 times a month

 

  9%       8%

  About once a week




16%     15%

  Several times a week




11%     11%

  Once a day





15%     15%

  More than once a day

              
  6%       8% 

Values of Family Worship 
· Opportunity for covenant renewal
· Rehearsal of religious heritage
· Testimony sharing
· Values exploration and instruction
· Relationship building
Effective Methods of Values Transmission   
6. INVOLVEMENT IN SERVICE

Service Projects
· Start an "adopt a grandmother/grand-father program:
· Make cheery cards for placement on food trays in the hospital & nursing home.
· Volunteer at a local soup kitchen.
· Clean up a park.
· Rake leaves, cut grass, etc. for elderly.
· Bake cookies to give to poor students.
The Responsibility of Parents and Teachers

· Live the values

· Teach the values

· Make right and wrong very clear

· Give lots of practice in making decisions

· Show your child how to deal with peer pressure
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Psalm 1:1-3
“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsels of the wicked . . . But his delight is in the law of the Lord . . . He is like a tree planted by streams of water . . . Whatever he does prospers.” 
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The Values Tree



Illustration:
Donna loves pussy willows.  When they move to Michigan she planted a lot of them in her garden.  After 3 years, the pussy willow brushes looked like trees.  They were as tall as a 2-storey house.  And when spring time came, Donna could not cut any of the pussy willow branches for they were out of reach.

The gardening consultant she spoke with advised her to chop the “trees” off about one foot above the ground.  She shuddered and couldn’t make herself to chop down the lovely pussy willow trees, yet she couldn’t get the blossoms.  Finally she decided to follow the consultant’s advice.  To her surprise, the following year the pussy willows grew into round, full beautiful bushes.  What seemed so harsh was the best thing for them.  

Growing a child is like growing a tree.  What does it take to grow a healthy tree?  

· Good genetic stock

· Good soil – “goodness of fit”  
· Sunshine – of love and warmth

· Watering – with gentle teaching from God’s Word and life experiences

· Fertilizer – special teaching experiences

· Pruning – discipline

· Protection – from winds/storms
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Strong Values Needed

“Children need more than good food, a nice physical environment and psychological understanding; they need to learn ethical principles—a firm notion of what they ought 

to do, and what they ought not to do, and why?”









  Robert Coles, Family Weekly 
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Ellen G. White’s Counsels
“Parents, teach your children . . . how to conduct themselves in the home with true politeness.  Educate them to show kindness and tenderness to one another. . .The principles of heaven are to be brought into the government of the home.  Every child is to be taught to be polite, compassionate, loving, pitiful, courteous, tenderhearted.” 





Child Guidance, 143
Slide 6 

Why Are Values Important?

A strong Christian value system will be of immeasurable worth to your children throughout their lives.  
· Lights the dark moments of decision

· Points the way to the path of integrity and honesty

· Keeps the soul in tune with God

· Provide a sense of purpose

· Directs the means and ends of actions 

· Are standards of conduct 
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Values Begin with God

· Without God, values die-- the world in general has rejected God and His values.  Take a look at these events:

* massacred in Rwanda and other countries.

* Virginia Tech shooting and other killing in schools.

* AIDS/HIV pandemic around the world.
· God is no longer the source of values for most people—

*values begin with ME, not God.
*society emphasizes values like:  athletics, materialism, physical appearance, 
  and status.
*Parent Magazine did a survey on family values and 7,000 parents who responded said they would be less alarmed if their child became an atheist, lived in a homosexual relationship, had a child outside of marriage, got divorced, and never got married.
· God’s values are sometimes drastically different from the secular values—


*it may make us less popular, less successful in our job
*it may mean being kind and compassionate even though it inconveniences  

  us; being honest even when it hurts.
What are God’s values?

· Galatians  5:22,23


· 2 Peter 1:5-7

· 1 Corinthians  13

· Matthew  5:3-11
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What Values Are Important to You?
Group Activity:   Make a list of the most important values you desire to pass to the next generation.  Then discuss:
1. Have we truly place greater emphasis on passing biblical values on to the 

next generation than we have cultural or personal values?
2. Are we having difficulty sometimes separating the two?
3. What other factors influence the level of importance we place on particular 

values? 
Let’s look at the Biblical values:
· Faith
· Respect 
· Kindness and compassion
· Honesty and integrity
· Patience
· Humility and peace
· Responsibility
· Self-control
· Loyalty and commitment
· Contentment and thankfulness
All values are rooted in Love—God’s Love and the love He gives us.  Without Love in the center of your being, these values cannot be expressed.  All of these values are part of the definition of love.  That is why Love  is not on the list.  
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Effective Methods of Values Transformation
1.  MAINTAIN POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS
Group Activity:  Think of one or two significant others in your life whom you have shared warm relationships and who made Christian values so winsome and attractive you wanted to be like them and their values your own.  Take 3 minutes.

Think about persons who are most responsible for what you believe personally.  Who influenced you the most as you were carving out your own personal identity?  How did they convey values to you?  Why did you accept their values for yourself?  

Chances are these significant people in your life were people with whom you shared a positive relationship.  Children as well as adults tend to be interested in the beliefs and ideas of others with whom they share a warm relationship.  
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Child Guidance, p. 496

"As the very best friends of these inexperienced ones, parents should help them in the work of overcoming…They should consider that their own dear children who are seeking to do right are younger members of the Lord's family…With loving interest they should teach them day by day what it means to be children of God and to yield the will in obedience to Him. Teach them that obedience to God involves obedience to their parents. This must be a daily, hourly work. Parents, watch, watch and pray, and make your children your companions.”
Notice the endearing relational terms used by Ellen White about making Christian values winsome in relationships:  

·  “best friends”

·  “dear children”

·  “loving interest”

·  “companions”

Slide 11
Effective Methods of Values Transformation

2.  MODELING

According to Lawrence Kohlberg, morality develops in sequential stages; progression from one stage to the next is dependent not on maturity alone, but rather on interaction with the environment.  To progress to higher stages, children require a nurturing and supportive adult who serves as a ROLE MODEL who helps them to INTERNALIZE MORAL VALUES. 
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What Do They Model? 
· Parents/teachers’ actions, words, and demeanor.
· How they treat others and treat them.
· Their attitudes and behaviors.
· How to handle disappointments.
· What Christians do when they make mistakes—forgiveness in Christ.
· How God is at work in their lives.
Children do not “learn” values; they imitate people.  
Children identify with people who live those values.
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Dwight Moody


“Where one reads the Bible, a hundred read you and me.”
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Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 119 

"Parents are giving to their children an example either of obedience or of transgression.  By their example and teaching, the eternal destiny of their households will in most cases be decided. In the future life the children will be what their parents have made them."

It can be frightening to realize the extent to which our children emulate our behavior:  To hear your daughter scolding her doll in a tone of voice that sounds all too familiar, or your son control his friend with anger.  
Slide 15
Effective Methods of Values Transmission
7. TEACHABLE MOMENTS
Parents and teachers need to be prepared to utilize teachable moments.  In the same way, Christ used the events surrounding His life to teach people about the Kingdom of God.  Teachers/parents need to develop an “eye” for teaching opportunities.  
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Deuteronomy 6:5-7


“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.  And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.  You shall TEACH them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”
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How to Create Teachable Moments 

· Articulate and acknowledge children's actions of kindness, ability to resolve conflicts, hospitality, etc.
· Provide situations to think more deeply about moral issues and dilemmas in 

various situations.  
· Provide events, experiences, and materials to develop traditions/rituals that 

create a bond in faith.   
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“All too often we are giving our young people cut flowers when we should be
teaching them to innovate.  We think of the mind as a storehouse to be filled 
when we should be thinking of it as an instrument to be used.”
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Teaching Strategies: 
· Stories 
· Questions 
· Real-life situations
· Act-it-out scenes
· Posters and pictures
· Values journal
· Post Bible verses in strategic places
· Pray with children every day
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Effective Methods of Values Transmission 
8. POSITIVE DISCIPLINE
Slide 21
Discipline Guidelines

· Correct misbehaviors with love--Parents and teachers need to take effective corrective action when children’s behavior departs from Biblical norms.  Children need direction and God provided parents and grandparents with a life of experience to draw upon. 

·  Explain the reason for punishment if there is a need for it, but love should always be the basis of correction -- When correcting misbehaviors, do so with love.  Explain the reason for punishment if there is a need for it, but love should always be the basis of correction.  

·  Avoid being authoritarian – authoritarian parents & teachers who control children through punishment and reward retard moral growth. 

·  Adults who treat children with respect, fairness and consideration, promote moral growth.
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Effective Methods of Values Transmission  
9. ESTABLISH FAMILY ALTAR
Slide 23
The Valuegenesis Project on Family Worship
How often does your family have worship?

VG2       VG1 

Never                                                        

23%     26%

  Less than once a month 



13%     11%

  About once a month


 

  7%       6%

  About 2-3 times a month

 

  9%       8%

  About once a week




16%     15%

  Several times a week




11%     11%

  Once a day





15%     15%

  More than once a day

              
  6%       8% 
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Values of Family Worship 
· Opportunity for covenant renewal
· Rehearsal of religious heritage
· Testimony sharing
· Values exploration and instruction
· Relationship building
Ellen White offers these guidelines for family worship.  It should be:

·  short and spirited (child Guidance, p. 521)
·  pleasant and interesting (5 Testimonies, p. 335
·  the most enjoyable time of the day (7 Testimonies, p. 43) 
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Effective Methods of Values Transmission   
10. INVOLVEMENT IN SERVICE

Service provides opportunity to put values into action.  Getting children and young people involved in service in the church and community, as well as in the home, help them to internalize values such as love, compassion, patience, humility, kindness, etc.  
Involving children in acts of hospitality, engaging them in offering refreshments, etc. provide opportunity for them to interact with those in needs.  Through these activities, children are guided into making a connection with values that becomes part of their life.  
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Service Projects

· Start an "adopt a grandmother/grand-father program:
· Make cheery cards for placement on food trays in the hospital & nursing 

home.
· Volunteer at a local soup kitchen.
· Clean up a park.
· Rake leaves, cut grass, etc. for elderly.
· Bake cookies to give to poor students.
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The Responsibility of Parents and Teachers

· Live the values

· Teach the values

· Make right and wrong very clear

· Give lots of practice in making decisions

· Show your child how to deal with peer pressure

CHM Leadership Certification

Level III, Course #2
RAISING SPIRITUAL GIANTS

Julie Weslake, SPD Children’s Ministries

 (Handouts)

Raising Spiritual Giants.  We all like to ensure children are healthy and strong. We also spend a lot of money on ensuring children are educated with well developed intellects. To raise children who are spiritual giants must also become our priority. 
Who Are the Giants?

Goliath or David?   

Children who are spiritual giants are children who:
· Accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord

· Accept the Bible as truth and as a guide

· Make their faith in God and their relationship with Him, their highest priority 

· Live as intentional and growing servants of God. 
Matthew 18: 2-6
Want to enter God’s Kingdom? Become like little children
Want to be great in God’s eyes? Become like little children
Want to welcome Jesus? Then welcome little children
Want to avoid God’s anger? Then don’t let little children go astray
Want to follow Jesus example? Then love, pray for, accept, be with and bless little children
Spiritual Growth a Priority

 “If people do not embrace Jesus Christ as their Saviour before they reach their teenage   years, the chance of their doing so at all is slim.”  -- George Barna

Ages at Which People Become Christians 

George Barna:    
“If children can be persuaded when they are young, then it is incredibly difficult to change their allegiance as they age.”.
Why must spirituality be a priority? 
1. Because children matter to God. 
2. Because most people decide their relationship to Jesus when young. 
3. Because children are an investment in the future - theirs and ours. 
4. Because of the power of child evangelism.  
5. Because children are the battlefront of today’s world.
What do Kids Need?
1.  God’s vision for their life

2.  A biblical world view

3.  Parents as primary spiritual disciplers 

4.  Supportive churches

1. God’s vision for their life. 
· Help them understand why God put them on this earth. 

· Help them be in tune with God.

· Help them burn with passion for something for God.

2.  A Biblical Worldview
· Does God exist?
· What is the character and nature of God?
· How and why was the world created?
· What is the nature and purpose of humanity? 
· What happens after we die on earth?
· What spiritual authorities exist?
· What is truth?

3.  Parents as Primary Spiritual Disciplers 

· Kids need parents who will help them be disciples and advance in their relationships with God.
· No one has more potential to influence a child’s relationship with God than parents.
· No one has more potential to monitor a child’s relationship with God than parents.

Dr Kenneth L Gladish 

“Children are hardwired for close connections to others and for moral and spiritual meaning.”  

Hardwired to Connect, The New scientific Case for Authoritative Communities.

“Primary nurturing relationships influence early spiritual development.” 
Hardwired to Connect, The New scientific Case for Authoritative Communities.
· Parents must start the spiritual training of children when they are young. 
D6 – Deuteronomy 6:4-6
 “Hear. O Israel: the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These  . . .  are to be on your hearts.” 

Deut. 6: 4-6

Deut 6:7 

“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” Deut. 6: 7
· Parents must be strategic in how children are discipled

· Plan discipleship around the natural rhythms of the day - morning time, meal     

time, drive time and bedtime. 

·  Include intentional, planned learning and incidental teachable moments. 

·  Model Christ for your children.

·  Have intimate conversations 

·  Include rituals and traditions

·  Provide encouragement and support.

· Parents must be strategic in how children are disciple

· It is the Holy Spirit that brings about transformation.
· It is our responsibility to be available and diligent in our own spiritual growth and be willing to invest in the spiritual growth of our children.
· Parents may need to give up some of their own agendas so that they have the time and resources to disciple their children. They should see themselves as spiritual coaches. 
Ellen G. White 

"The last mediatorial work of Christ before laying off His priestly garments, is to present the prayers of parents for their children. I saw a mighty angel sent out and thousands of children will remember their early training and be brought back just before probation closes."     Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, 1890
4.  Supportive Churches

Parents need churches that will help them know how to be spiritual leaders.

George Barna, p. 181

“When a church – intentionally or not – assumes a family’s responsibilities  . . . it fosters an unhealthy dependence upon the church to relieve the family of its Biblical responsibility.” 
· What happens at home is as important as what happens at church. 

·  How can we get parents to also teach what we are teaching their kids? 

·  How can we collaborate with and partner with them? 
·  How can we equip them and empower them? 

Resources


· Gracelink is not just something that happens at Sabbath School. It is something that must happen at home, with daily Bible stories, prayer and experiences that help apply the message.
· Kids In Discipleship is another great ministry with resources to equip and support parents as disciplers of their children.

Daphne Kirk,  Heirs Together, 2003

Children believe that Church is mostly for adults unless they are included in a meaningful way.
Children believe that they have no say in what happens in the church unless they are given some ownership.
Children believe that they have nothing significant to contribute unless their input is valued and respected.
Children believe that they are always the receivers in church unless adults are open to receiving ministry from them.
Children believe that they must wait until they are older to discover their gifts and callings unless their gifts and callings are recognised and encouraged.”
Churches Can Help 
1. Worship 
2. Evangelism 
3. Discipleship 
4. Stewardship 
5. Service 
6. Community  
Daphne Kirk, p. 60

“If children are nurtured, released, trained, empowered and given a vision for their lives, then when they reach adolescence, their roots will be deep.” 
In Summary

1. Churches must invest in ministry to children. Not just go through the motions.

2. There must be a consistent, coordinated strategy with commitment to the “big picture plan.” 
3. Measure success by the changes made in a child’s life and how well the parents are equipped and involved at home.  
4. Teaching methods must be formational and transformational. 
5. Children must be active participants in their learning.  
6. Children need committed leaders and mentors. 
7. Pastors must support and empower children and families. 

 (Need a picture of children or grandchildren)

If Peter and Oliver were a part of your church, can you assure me that they will be spiritual giants by the time they get to 13 years old?

If their parents were members of your church, what are you doing to equip and support them as spiritual leaders for their children?

To be in heaven is our dream and I know that Jesus wants children to be there.
2 Chronicles 20:13
“And all Judah stood before the Lord with their little ones, their wives and their children.” 
In times of crises the children of Israel joined as a community to pray and work together. May your whole community collaborate to ensure that children are spiritual giants.
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We all like to ensure children are healthy and strong. We also spend a lot of money on ensuring children are educated with well developed intellects. To raise children who are spiritual giants must also become our priority. 
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David and Goliath illustration

Goliath was a giant at 9 feet 3 inches tall. His height was intimidating. He was a champion of the Philistines who was called on to fight when the fate of the entire army was at stake. Goliath  being large in size and carrying impressive weapons was usually enough to strike fear into the hearts of enemy soldiers.

But, was being a physical giant enough? David was a shepherd boy – the least in his family. However, he was close to God and courageous.  He had been anointed by God to be the King of Israel and the spirit of God was empowering him. Goliath was a giant, but David was a ‘Spiritual Giant’.
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Children who are spiritual giants are children who:
· Accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord

· Accept the Bible as truth and as a guide

· Make their faith in God and their relationship with Him, their highest priority 

· Live as intentional and growing servants of God. 
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(pictures of children from your Union)
I’m sure that you are wondering how you can help your present generation of children, to become spiritual giants. Children, often appear to be spiritual. They come to church and comply with our wishes. Rarely do they complain or demand better Sabbath Schools or discipleship. We often don’t start worrying about their spirituality until they start rebelling and leaving the church. However, if their spirituality is not prioritized and nurtured when they are young, they will not have the spiritual foundation needed for the teen years. They will also miss out on much of the meaning, purpose and joy of serving God at a young age. We are happy to give them everything that the world has to offer, but we must also ensure that they are connected to Jesus.
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Jesus tried to change Biblical culture. He also wants us to see children from His eyes.
Matthew 18: 2-6

Want to enter God’s Kingdom? Become like little children
Want to be great in God’s eyes? Become like little children
Want to welcome Jesus? Then welcome little children
Want to avoid God’s anger? Then don’t let little children go astray
Want to follow Jesus example? Then love, pray for, accept, be with and bless little children
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Spiritual Growth a Priority

Spiritual growth peaks in preteen years, with most beliefs in place by the age of thirteen.

George Barna found, “If people do not embrace Jesus Christ as their Saviour before they reach their teenage years, the chance of their doing so at all is slim.”
And that, by the age of 13, your spiritual identity is largely in place. 
Attitudes about the viability and value of church participation are formed early in life.

Habits related to the practice of one’s faith are also formed early in life and hardly change later.

Moral foundations are in place by the age of nine.
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Child Evangelism endorses this. See graph.
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Children are open to the messages of the Bible. They are impressionable. They are sensitive to God’s voice and are eager to serve Him. They need to experience quality discipleship right from the start of their lives.
“If children can be persuaded when they are young, then it is incredibly difficult to change their allegiance as they age.” George Barna.
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Why must spirituality be a priority? 
6. Because children matter to God. Scripture makes it very clear that children are special to God and are a blessing. 
7. Because most people decide their relationship to Jesus when young. Children are growing in faith from birth. Their decision to follow Jesus happens early.
8. Because children are an investment in the future - theirs and ours. The greatest hope for the future of our church is to raise Godly children. We must pour a large proportion of our resources into them – not just buildings or one off programs.
9. Because of the power of child evangelism.  Young children are very effective in leading other children and their parents to Jesus. Children exert much influence in the home, especially in Western culture.
10. Because children are the battlefront of today’s world.  Children are exploited, abused and marginalized. Satan rejoices because if he can destroy the minds, health, and souls of our children he will have destroyed all hope for their identity as children of God. Many children are so abused that they may never become emotionally healthy adults.
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What do Kids Need? They need purpose and meaning for their lives. They need:
5. God’s vision for their life

6. A biblical world view

7. Parents as primary spiritual disciplers 

8. Supportive churches
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1.  God’s vision for their life. 

Children need to know that God gives each of them a unique detailed, personal vision.

He gives the talents, skills, education, experiences, relationships and spiritual gifts to make the vision a reality.
· Help them understand why God put them on this earth. 

· Help them be in tune with God.

· Help them burn with passion for something for God.
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2.  A Biblical Worldview
Before children reach the age of 12 they have developed a worldview. This is a life lens that enables them to size up a situation and respond in ways they are consistent to what they believe. George Barna writes that we need to work through seven questions with children, with open ended dialogue.
1. Does God exist?

2. What is the character and nature of God?

3. How and why was the world created?

4. What is the nature and purpose of humanity? 
Slide 13
5.    What happens after we die on earth?
6.    What spiritual authorities exist?

7.    What is truth?
Children need to be helped to THINK and to OWN their beliefs.
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3.  Parents as Primary Spiritual Disciplers 

Unfortunately, very few parents who attend church regularly, read the Bible together, pray together or participate in an act of service. Only 1 in 20 parents have any form of worship experience at home.

Kids need parents who will help them be disciples and advance in their relationships with God.
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Unfortunately many parents are doing what happened to them. They are dropping their children off at church or children’s programs, and not realising  that they are the best  people to disciple  their children. 

· No one has more potential to influence a child’s relationship with God than parents.

· No one has more potential to monitor a child’s relationship with God than parents.
Parents are the ones who have the most time with their children, who know their children best, and who their children truly trust and respect
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“Children are hardwired for close connections to others and for moral and spiritual meaning.”  Dr Kenneth L Gladish 

Hardwired to Connect, The New scientific Case for Authoritative Communities.


Their brains are designed for this.
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“Primary nurturing relationships influence early spiritual development.” 

Hardwired to Connect, The New scientific Case for Authoritative Communities
Emotional security is one of the most important things parents can give. Children need to know that they are loved, accepted and affirmed.
· Parents must start the spiritual training of children when they are young. 
Parents need to use their influence while they can. If they wait until the teen years they will find that worldview will have already been formed by the influence of media, friends and school.
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Parents’ need a plan. Often they are unsure what to do or feel no desire to give spiritual experiences. Many have a shallow spirituality themselves.


God gives us a plan in Deuteronomy 6.  He tells us to love Him with ALL our hearts and strength and to BE the Godly people we want our children to be.
“Hear. O Israel: the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These  . . .  are to be on your hearts.”

Deut. 6: 4-6
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“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” Deut. 6: 7
Slide 20
 •       Parent must be strategic in how children are discipled 

·  Plan discipleship around the natural rhythms of the day - morning time, meal     

           time, drive time and bedtime. 

·  Include intentional, planned learning and incidental teachable moments. 

·  Model Christ for your children.

·  Have intimate conversations 

·  Include rituals and traditions

·  Provide encouragement and support.
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It is the Holy Spirit that brings about transformation.

It is our responsibility to be available and diligent in our own spiritual growth and be willing to invest in the spiritual growth of our children.

Parents may need to give up some of their own agendas so that they have the time and resources to disciple their children. They should see themselves as spiritual coaches. 
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"The last mediatorial work of Christ before laying off His priestly garments, is to present the prayers of parents for their children. I saw a mighty angel sent out and thousands of children will remember their early training and be brought back just before probation closes." 
E. G. White - Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, 1890
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4.  Supportive Churches
Typically many of our church programs have no contact with parents.

Parents need churches that will help them know how to be spiritual leaders.

Slide 24 
“When a church – intentionally or not – assumes a family’s responsibilities  . . . it fosters an unhealthy dependence upon the church to relieve the family of its Biblical responsibility.” George Barna, p 81.
 Slide 25 
What happens at home is as important as what happens at church.
“How can we get parents to also teach what we are teaching their kids?”
How can we collaborate with and partner with them? How can we equip them and empower them?
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Gracelink is not just something that happens at Sabbath School. It is something that must happen at home, with daily Bible stories, prayer and experiences that help apply the message.
Kids In Discipleship is another great ministry with resources to equip and support parents as disciplers of their children.
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Children believe that Church is mostly for adults unless they are included in a meaningful way.
Children believe that they have no say in what happens in the church unless they are given some ownership.
Children believe that they have nothing significant to contribute unless their input is valued and respected.
Children believe that they are always the receivers in church unless adults are open to receiving ministry from them.
Children believe that they must wait until they are older to discover their gifts and callings unless their gifts and callings are recognised and encouraged.”
Kirk, Daphne Heirs Together England Kevin Mayhew 2003 
Children are not likely to grow spiritually unless they feel confident, have physical safety, feel loved and welcome and feel significant by doing something meaningful.
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Churches can help by giving practical experiences.

7. Worship – helping children to authentically worship God personally, corporately and with their everyday lives.
8. Evangelism – equipping children to share the news of salvation and faith
9. Discipleship - helping children to develop the skills and habits needed to continue lifelong spiritual growth through prayer and Bible study.
10. Stewardship – helping children to be good managers of God’s resources -time, money, relationships, nature.
11. Service – showing children how to express God’s love in real, practical ways.
12. Community – Ensuring that a church community is a place where children are accepted, instructed, encouraged, supported and held accountable. 
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“If children are nurtured, released, trained, empowered and given a vision for their lives, then when they reach adolescence, their roots will be deep.” Daphne Kirk p.60 
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In summary

8. Churches must invest in ministry to children. Not just go through the motions.
9. There must be a consistent, coordinated strategy with commitment to the “big picture plan.” Greater effectiveness comes when there is a church-wide birth to adulthood discipleship plan, and it is coordinated in various departments and at all levels. That discipleship is seen as a lifelong journey.
10. Measure success by the changes made in a child’s life and how well the parents are equipped and involved at home.  Baptisms are great, but we really need to see children changing their habits and values. Success means that parents will feel confident to be disciplers.
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11. Teaching methods must be formational and transformational. Discipleship  is an enduring process and is the work of the Holy Spirit. It will mean teachers, congregations and parents truly praying for children.
12. Children must be active participants in their learning.  This involves teaching how children learn. Being more multisensory and ensuring there is quality time in small groups to get children to think though questioning and discussion.
13. Children need committed leaders and mentors. For relationships to be built we need volunteers who stay for years. We need low ratios of adults to children. One adult to every 5 children.
14. Pastors must support and empower children and families. Pastors who are committed to ensuring children are spiritual giants and are prepared to include their needs in the local church.
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(Need a picture of children or grandchildren)
If Peter and Oliver were a part of your church, can you assure me that they will be spiritual giants by the time they get to 13 years old?

If their parents were members of your church, what are you doing to equip and support them as spiritual leaders for their children?
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To be in heaven is our dream and I know that Jesus wants children to be there.
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In times of crises the children of Israel joined as a community to pray and work together. May your whole community collaborate to ensure that children are spiritual giants.

Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions  y George Barna

CHM Leadership Certification

Level III  Course 3

PARTNERING WITH PARENTS

Julie Weslake, SPD Children’s Ministries

(Presenter’s notes based on “Think Orange” by Reggie Joiner, and “Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions” by George Barna)
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Have you ever experienced an earthquake? Serious quakes can completely demolish buildings, but most will just give buildings a good shake. If you are unfortunate, then cracks in your walls may appear. These need to be repaired to give strength back to your home.


Cracks are starting to appear in the walls of Children’s Ministry. Our churches are being shaken, by the lack of solid faith foundations. We have been busy asking parents to send their children to us for discipleship, but ignoring the huge potential of partnering with the parents.
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We start to have ministry success when we recognize that:

 Parents are primary spiritual mentors of children and it is essential to extend ministry into the home and partner with them.
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 If you really want children to be disciples of Jesus, then you recognize that:

“No one has more potential to influence a child’s relationship with God than parents.” (Think Orange p.84).
Parents are the ones who have the strongest relationship. Children will model their spirituality on the spirituality of their parents. God’s character will be revealed through the loving relationship that they have with their parents.

“No one has more potential to monitor a child’s relationship with God than parents.” (Think Orange p 85)
Parents are in the unique position to know where their children are spiritually, and to put steps in place to help them, because parents are the ones who have the most time with their children. If over a year, children only spend 2 hours a week at church (with a couple weeks away because of holidays), we could say that the church may have 100 hours of influence. The average family has the potential for 3,000 hours.
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In summary we believe that parents have a huge potential because they:
· know their children
· have time to help them
· have loving relationships with their children that provide the foundation of spiritual development
· have the trust of their children.
Parents have twice as much influence than any church program. Teens choose mum first then dad when identifying spiritual influences. (Search Institute as cited in Church+ home by Mark Holman p. 32)
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In Matthew 22:37-40, Jesus tells us to ensure that we love God and love our neighbours. Churches need to partner with parents to help:

Incite Wonder
So children grow up continually amazed at how great God is and how much He loves them.

Provoke Discovery
So children can pursue a lifestyle of building a relationship with Jesus and be guided by His word and spirit.

Fuel Passion
So children can have a sense of passion that will drive them to be like Jesus and do as He did. 

(Think Orange p.156)
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There are 5 basic things that children need to be able to do so they can own their faith and make it personal.


Navigate the Bible: To learn where they can go to find verses that will help them with specific questions.
Personalize Scripture: To remember Scripture when they need it most and apply it in everyday situations.
Dialogue with God: To encourage them to practice talking with God, both in private and public.
Articulate Personal Faith: To be able to discuss and share, wrestling with what they believe and defend their faith.

Worship with Your Life: To know how to give back to God and serve Him in their daily lives.
(Think Orange p.194)
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As Moses stood with the children of Israel before they entered Canaan – the Promised Land, he reminded them of how God had led them in the past, and then he established a new commandment for them, a new way of ensuring future generations kept connected to God. This was his final speech - his legacy. The D6 model found in Deuteronomy 6:4-7.
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Moses wanted the parents and faith community to work together. Parents have the greatest opportunity to impress the new commandment. 

“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  Deut. 6: 7


Unfortunately, many parents have abdicated this role to the church. they want their children to have faith in God, but they feel that they don’t have the skills or expertise to do this.
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“When a church – intentionally or not – assumes a family’s responsibilities  . . .it fosters an unhealthy dependence upon the church to relieve the family of its Biblical responsibility.”  (Barna, p 81)
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God has two powerful influences on children - the church and the home.

Church 

The church exists to shine light into darkness and like a lamp stand, reveal the character of God and light the path for God’s followers. We can say it has a ‘Yellow’ influence.

What if?

What if the church started Believing in the potential of the family to influence their own kids

Home

The home exists to nurture and love children. They nurture the hearts of children to love God. 

What if?
Families started believing in the potential of the church to influence their kids.
Even better, what if both the church and families started to think Orange (yellow mixed with red)

Partnering to impact the next generation Orange
(Think Orange p.80)
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If churches do only what they are doing, they will get the same results that they are presently getting. And if families do only what they are presently doing they will get the same outcomes. To get a different outcome we need to do something different. Instead of operating with different strategies we need to work more as a team. We need to combine strategies and row in the same direction.
photo of rowing team
Slide 12  
It is not time to give up on the church. It is not time to give up on the family unit. It is time to synchronize their efforts. To support each other like birds in flight.
 

photo of birds in flight formation
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How can we do this? How can we partner with parents?

1. Believe in your parents

Your attitude to parents will determine your approach to the family as a whole.
Do you believe that most parents want to be good parents?

Do you believe that God has called them?

Do you believe that partnering with them is important and that you need to be intentional with every type of parent you meet? This will help you act like every parent can be a better parent.
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2.  Spiritually nurture them
“Hear. O Israel: the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These  . . .  are to be on your hearts.” Deut. 6: 4-6
God asks that parents be His disciples. One of our priorities should be to help them have a passion for God and to convince them that having a strong personal relationship with God is the greatest thing that they can do to help their children. Nurture them in Bible study and prayer. Help them to be authentic Christians.
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3.  Give them the vision of spiritual mentoring.

God’s dream is that families live in relationships of respect and love. Show parents the blessing that they will receive when they build spiritual relationships with their children and make spiritual development a priority. Help them realise that the spiritual development of their children is worth all their time and energy. Help them to picture their children in their late teens, as faith filled people. 
“See I will send you the prophet Elijah . . . He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers.” Malachi 4:5, 6

Slide 16 
4.  Equip them

George Barna found that many parents believed that they were responsible for the spiritual development of their children, but that they gave this responsibility to the church. (p.78) They either felt incapable, or scared that they wouldn’t do it right. 
· Small simple changes in the routines of family life. Show them that this can work by just making some simple changes. That it although it takes a time commitment it does not does not need to be a huge amount of time at once. 
· Give them a plan. Parents need a simple plan in how to do this. ‘Tell me what to do”
· Simple but intentional. Don’t make it too complicated. Parents need to commit to making some changes and need to be very intentional about making this happen.
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Deuteronomy 6
Moses explained to the children of Israel that faith development needed to be embedded in the children’s everyday life. He instructed the parents that they needed to be very deliberate in establishing rhythm in their home. They were to tell God’s story at meal time, drive/walk time, bed time and in the morning.
Meal Time – when you sit at home
Drive Time – when you walk along the road
Bed Time – when you lie down
Morning Time – when you get up 
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Reggie Joiner in Think Orange (pages 65-70) describes how these times in the day can be used for spiritual development
Meal Time – when you sit at home

Focussed discussion as a teacher to establish core values
Parents can take the role of teacher and use this time to target specific truths in a friendly and relaxed environment. 
Drive Time – when you walk along the road

Informal talking as a friend to help your child interpret life

This can be a great time to chat to your children about what is happening in their lives.
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Bed Time – when you lie down

Intimate conversation as a counsellor to listen to the heart of your child
Bedtime creates a wonderful intimate time to listen to the heart your children and pray with them.
Morning Time – when you get up

Encouraging words as a coach who gives a sense of value and instils purpose
Before children leave the home each morning, parents should spend a few moments encouraging their children and praying with them. This will give the children strength and courage to face their day.
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Parents can help their children love and understand the Bible.
1. Read Bible stories to children when very young and continue through childhood – Bedtime
2. Share thoughts from own personal devotions and encourage child to share his thoughts

3. Have character building story books for child to read for themselves.
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4. As the child grows older encourage personal reading from a devotional book first thing in morning or at bedtime.
5. As the child nears teen years, encourage their own Bible study or Bible lesson study at bedtime.

6. Morning mealtime can become a sharing of what each family member has read.
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The Power of Family Rituals (rhythms)
· Provide meaning to our lives – transmission of values and beliefs.

· Give stability – Makes changes manageable

· Predictability 

· Sense of belonging – family identity

· Personal identity

 Slide 23 
Faith Talk

Parents build faith by questioning and talking  to children about how they have experienced God and how it has impacted them.
1. What happened to you today that reminded you of God?
2. What did you see today that reminds you that all people are sinners and need Jesus?
3. What did you hear or see today that did not agree with the truths of the Bible?
4. What part of God’s creation did you enjoy most? 
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5.  What is one thing that you would like to do before you die?

6. What is something that happened to you recently that made you pause and thank God?

7. What did you learn at church today?

8. How is this going to change your life?

Slide 25 
Keep  times together:
Enjoyable

Relaxed

Routine

Regular

Intentional 
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 We need to equip parents by providing them with the right resources and tools  
· Provide them with home resources (GraceLink Bible studies, Memory cards, Footprints for Parents and Footprints for Kids.)
· Classes to teach them how to lead their kids to Christ, how to read the Bible
· Encourage them to be involved in church children’s activities. The more involvement, the better the relationships between leaders and parents. Experiencing what happens at church will give parents ideas for what they can do at home.
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5.  Encourage and support

Build strong relationships with your parents. Inspire and challenge them, but also give them lots of words of encouragement. Even though we may feel frustrated at their lack of engagement, they last thing that they need is for us to lecture them or be negative. Parents need to know that you will help them
· Thank them for what they are doing and the attempts that they have made, to change
· Support them

· Be a good listener
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6.  Help them to connect with others

Create opportunities for parents to be a part of a supportive community. Show them that you as a church care for one another, pray for each other and hold each other accountable.  Show them that they are not alone as they disciple their children.
· small groups

· social activities

· parenting events

· worship events

· service activities 

· praying for each other 
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Family Service Projects

Faith grows as families serve together. Support and help families as they make this a priority. Here are some questions families could discuss at home.
1. What could your family do without being asked, to help a neighbour?

2. What could your family do to help preserve God’s creation and care for it?

3. What is something that your family could do to help at church?

4. What could you give away, and to whom could you give it do?
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 7. Change church strategies
Synchronize all ministry efforts around the recognition that two partnered influences – church and home – have the greatest potential to impact young lives. Plan everything around a master plan that builds the faith and character of young people. This will determine what and how you program. It will mean a truly collaborative team with a common set of values.
· celebrate families – involve families in leading and celebrating the spiritual milestones of their children. Involve families in Sabbath School and take-home activities.

· family events – family camps, serving activities, social activities, families involved in worship. 

· think – how does this program equip, support and empower families? Don’t over schedule with programs that segregate family.
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8. Communicate well

Parents need to know your vision and your plans for discipleship. Don’t over communicate or they may stop noticing. However, regular updates using a variety of methods will grab their attention.

· Print – letters, newsletters

· Emails, text messages, Facebook

· Notice boards, websites

· Home visits.
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Parent Link   - a model parent’s newsletter is available form Group.
www.parentlink.org
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8.  Be positive
· Every parent needs you as a partner – You will have parents at different levels of engagement, and although we can’t immediately ensure full participation, we can expect to move each family to the next step.
·  Act that everyone is coming to your church this week – would you be able to connect with them and engage them?  We need to start acting Orange, not just Thinking Orange
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· The church can give the family hope and direction.
· They love to know that someone is genuinely interested in them.
“The church is in a unique position to give the family hope and direction because most parents would love to know that people other than themselves, think about their families.”  (Think Orange p. 18)s
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Partnering With Parents
(Handouts)
Partnering with Parents 

Parents are primary spiritual mentors of children and it is essential to extend ministry into the home and partner with them.
· No one has more potential to influence a child’s relationship with God than parents.
· No one has more potential to monitor a child’s relationship with God than parents.
Parents
·  know children
·  time
·  relationships 
·  trust
·  teens choose mum first then dad 
Parents Need To:

· Incite Wonder
So children grow up continually amazed at how great God is and how much he loves them.
·  Provoke Discovery
So children can pursue a lifestyle of building a relationship with Jesus and be guided by His word and spirit.
·  Fuel Passion
So children can have a sense of passion that will drive them to be like Jesus and do as He did.
Faith Skills
·  Navigate the Bible
·  Personalize Scripture
·  Dialogue With God
·  Articulate Personal Faith
D6 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7
Impress Your Children
“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
Barna , p. 81 
“When a church – intentionally or not – assumes a family’s responsibilities  . . . it fosters an unhealthy dependence upon the church to relieve the family of its Biblical responsibility.” 
Church: What if?

Believing in the potential of the family to influence their own kids
Partnering to impact the next generation – Orange 

Home:  What if?

Families started believing in the potential of the church to influence their kids
Rowing the boat in unity

Geese flying together in a formation

1. Believe in your parents
· Do you believe that most parents want to be good parents?
· Do you believe that God has called them?
2. Spiritually nurture them
“Hear. O Israel: the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. these  . . .  Are to be on your hearts.” Deut. 6: 4-6
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Rock-Solid Kids (Mark 10:14)
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What’s Wrong with This Picture?
· Outside – The setting has changed in Mark10:10 from a public one to a    private home.  It took place inside a house.  
·  Jesus is happy – This is not what Mark said.  Jesus was “angry”, “displeased”.  Since Jesus’ emotional reaction is only recorded in Mark, it often gets overlooked.  An artist who paints this scene without studying the Mark account will portray a happy, peaceful occasion. 

However, we can’t appreciate the full impact of the passage, nor understand it accurately, without noting how Jesus responded in verse 14: “But when Jesus saw it, He was angry.  He said to the disciples, “Let the little children come to me.  Don’t keep them away.  God’s kingdom belongs to people like them.

· Children are too old  -- The children who were brought to Jesus were likely infants or young toddlers.  Some scholars believe it was a tradition to bring children at one year of age to a rabbi in a synagogue for his blessing.  And so, it could very well have been that these children were brought to Jesus for His blessing and His prayer for them.  
·  Disciples are happy? – The disciples rebuked the parents.  Why do you think the disciples rebuked the parents?  The disciples were busy learning from Jesus, and so they probably thought, This just isn’t the time.  They didn’t appreciate the disruption. 
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The Context         




Mark 10:2-9 

· Pharisees debated Jesus

· They tried to trip him up

· They failed

Mark 10:10-12
· The scene changes to a house

· The disciples wanted to know more
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The Parents’ Intent
v. 13.  “Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them.”
· They brought young children to Jesus

  --“They” probably refers to parents

  -- The children are likely toddlers and/or infants

  -- For the purpose of getting Jesus’ blessing
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The Disciples’ Response
The disciples rebuked the parents

·  Their attitude:

   -- “This is not the time”

   -- “We are doing something more important than blessing children.”
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Jesus’ Emotion
v. 14.  “But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.”  
· He was ANGRY!!  Angry at the disciples’ attitude

 -- Their “discussion” was more important than blessing children

· His words were words of rebuke

Jesus was “angry”, “displeased”.  Since Jesus’ emotional reaction is only recorded in Mark, it often gets overlooked.  An artist who paints this scene without studying the Mark account will portray a happy, peaceful occasion. 
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How We See Children

Attitude #1:  Children are a bother.

· This attitude is wrong! when it is present, there is apathy toward children’s ministry.

Attitude #2:  Children are a tool.

·  This attitude is practical! when it is present, there is approval of children’s ministry.

Attitude #3:  Children are our future.

·  This attitude is true! when it is present, there is appreciation of children’s ministry.  

  -- Moses reminded the children of Israel of this view of children (Deut 4:40; 6:1-2).  If we don’t minister to children, Christianity will die.

Attitude #4:  Children are people.

·  This attitude is Jesus’! when it is present, there is a priority 
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Jesus’ Priority
If ministering to children is that important to Jesus…  That’s all I need!
Resources
· Barna, George.  Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2003.

· Gospel Light. Children’s Ministry Smart Pages.  Ventura, CA:  Gospel, 2004.

London, H.B., Jr., and Neil B. Wiseman.  For Kids’ Sake:  Winning the tug of War for Future Generations.  Ventura, CA:  Regal Books, 2004.
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Rock-Solid Kids

Module 1:  Not a Pretty Picture

(Handouts)
What’s Wrong with This Picture?
·  Outside

·  Jesus is happy

·  Children are too old

·  Disciples are happy?

The Context
Mark 10:2-9 

· Pharisees debated Jesus

· They tried to trip him up

· They failed

Mark 10:10-12
· The scene changes to a house

· The disciples wanted to know more
The Parents’ Intent
v. 13.  “Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them.”
· They brought young children to Jesus

  --“They” probably refers to parents

  -- The children are likely toddlers and/or infants

  -- For the purpose of getting Jesus’ blessing

The Disciples’ Response
The disciples rebuked the parents

·  Their attitude:

   -- “This is not the time”

   -- “We are doing something more important than blessing children.”

Jesus’ Emotion
v. 14.  “But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.”  
· He was ANGRY!!

· He was angry at the disciples’ attitude

  -- Their “discussion” was more important than blessing children

· His words were words of rebuke

How We See Children
Attitude #1:  Children are a bother.

· This attitude is wrong! when it is present, there is apathy toward children’s ministry.

Attitude #2:  Children are a tool.

·  This attitude is practical! when it is present, there is approval of children’s ministry.

Attitude #3:  Children are our future.

·  This attitude is true! when it is present, there is appreciation of children’s ministry.  

  -- Moses reminded the children of Israel of this view of children (Deut 4:40; 6:1-2).  If we don’t minister to children, Christianity will die.

Attitude #4:  Children are people.

·  This attitude is Jesus’! when it is present, there is a priority 
Jesus’ Priority
If ministering to children is that important to Jesus…  That’s all I need!
Resources
· Barna, George.  Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2003.

· Gospel Light. Children’s Ministry Smart Pages.  Ventura, CA:  Gospel, 2004.

London, H.B., Jr., and Neil B. Wiseman.  For Kids’ Sake:  Winning the tug of War for Future Generations.  Ventura, CA:  Regal Books, 2004.
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Rock-Solid Kids (Ephesians 6:4)
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George Barna says:
“We have virtually lost a generation – we cannot afford to lose another.”

–Who is responsible?
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Spiritual Training—Owners
Story:  At a church gathering in the Russian church in Kazakhstan, men, women, and children were seated together for a three-hour service.  The amazing thing was that the children sat in the balcony—they were all ages, from four or five years old up through the teens.  They sat still for the whole three hours!  Wow, what would American children do?  How did the Russians do it?  If you ask the pastors and the leaders, they all responded that “The parents teach them.”  
Ephesians 6:4 – In just 18 words this verse focuses the issue.  It has four phrases that guide us specifically in developing ministry to children.
1.  Fathers – This tells us who owns the responsibility.  God intends for the parents to train their children.  But doesn’t this verse say “fathers”?  


Are mothers off the hook?  -- No, the context demands they be included. In Ephesians 6:1, children are commanded to obey their parents.
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Spiritual Training—Owners
The context of Eph. 5:22-6:9, Paul addresses 3 pairs of basic human relationships:  

Wives 

↔  Husbands  (5:22,25)


Children 
↔  Parents     (6:1,4) 


Servants 
↔  Masters    (6:5,9)
In context, verse 4 includes moms, rather than dads only, making it consistent with verse 1.  A specific choice of words!

These are the most basic of all human relationships – nearly every one of us fits into all three at some time in life.

They are reciprocal – how one is to respond, or interact with the other.

There is only one command for each -- Why?

Why is it “fathers’ rather than “parents”?
But why did God inspire the apostle Paul to use the word for fathers?  Maybe because dads are more prone than moms to shun this responsibility?  All too often the moms alone shoulder the burden for the spiritual upbringing of children—even in committed Christian two-parent households.  While mothers certainly are not excluded, fathers are definitely included!
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Spiritual Training—Violators 

2.  “Do Not Provoke Your Children to Anger”   Fathers who do are violaters!
Slide 6

Spiritual Training—Doers?

3. “Bring Them Up”  
· Active –not passive—that’s the sense here.  

· Parents are not to delegate this responsibility but to do it themselves.

· Too many parents rely on the church and Christian schools to do what is first their work.  
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Spiritual Training—Doers?
“Bring them up” – defines who does it.  Parents are not only to own it, they are to do it.
· Most Christian parents know they are responsible – but they feel inadequate.

· They view children’s workers as the experts – surely they know how – so they delegate the job.
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Spiritual Training—Doers?
When they delegate the responsibility, 
· They think the job is getting done → Thus Spiritual training is just an activity  

on par with violin lessons, karate lessons,             or whatever extracurricular activities the child has.

· They don’t need to do it at home  → Truth isn’t adopted into the worldview 
                                              of the child.

Slide 9

Spiritual Training—Doers?
3. “In the Discipline and Instruction of the Lord.”
Picture beautiful grounds surrounding an equally beautiful home.  The grounds cover many acres.  They are full of healthy fruit trees; there are many gardens and other things for children to enjoy, and the grounds are entirely safe.  Around the grounds is a large wall.  Suppose you inherit the home, and as you show it to your children for the first time, you say to them, “This is where you are going to grow up—within these boundaries.”  That is what “in” means—within the boundaries of.  
Parents are to bring their children up within the boundaries, or the walls, that the Lord provides.  It is safe.  It is healthy.  It is a beautiful, wonderful place for children to grow up!  
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What Has Happened?
Too many Christian parents have abrogated their responsibility …

And too many children’s workers have welcomed it with open arms!

We must give it back!
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How to Give It Back?  
  
The problem:  Parents aren’t all at the same level!  The Four levels are:


Unsaved    
  ↔    Saved


Unwilling  
  ↔    Willing


Unprepared       ↔    Prepared


  
Unaware 
  ↔    Aware 

Slide 12
1a. Unaware or Unprepared
This is the most common situation.  In this case, the church leadership needs to act.  Ministry to children and ministry to adults must be integrated so that parents learn how to fulfill their role as spiritual teachers.  When integration is effective, parents discover effective tools to use.   and sometimes it is appropriate – when parents are unaware or unprepared.
Picture this after-church car conversation:  “Michael, what was your Sunday School lesson about today?”  “Jonah.”  “That’s good,” his mom replies.  “Ours was about Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.”  And Michael and his Mom move on to other subjects.

 No connection.  Limited conversation.  Without integrating content, parents are less equipped to follow up on what their children are being taught in children’s ministry. 

 In this case, churches minister to the parents and to the children.  There is no connection between the two, either in purpose or content.  Separateness is emphasized, rather than integration.  
What happens when the church ministers with this model only?

If you have unaware or unprepared parents, who can – and must – do something about it?  
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1b. Unaware or Unprepared

In this case, church leaders must act.  Here are some approaches that churches can help:

· Include sermon discussion points for families in the bulletin for parents to 

use.

· Keep parents aware of what their children are learning at Sabbath School or children’s programs.  Provide them a lesson too.

· Share with parents some nuggets on how they could discuss Bible questions with their children or how to lead a devotional.

· Provide training seminars for parents on weekends to share ideas of spiritual training, discipline, etc. 
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2a. Unwilling or Unsaved
Picture this car conversation?  “Michael, did you have fun in church today?”  “Yeah, Mom, my teacher said I should tell you the story I heard.  Can I?”  

Directed conversation.  Initiated by the teacher.  Performed by the child.  What a tool!  But it means that the teacher will not see the child’s understanding of a Bible truth as the end of the process until the parent has heard it as well.  

In this model, the church ministers to the child and then through the child to the parent.  
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2b. Unwilling or Unsaved

In this case, children’s workers must act!

· Email the parents regularly and include a message for parents to share with their children.  Suggest that they ask their children, “What happened in the Bible story you heard?” “What is something you learned God wants you to do?  

· Phone the parents.  When you phone, praise their children.  Mention something positive about the children’s behavior or attitude if you can.  

· Talk to parents when they pick up their children.  Tell the parents something specific their children did or said (“Carlos was really helpful to a visitor today.”

· Invite parents into the classroom either for the whole session or just for the last few minutes so that they hear the end of the lesson.  Then you can suggest:  “Kids, ask your parents about this later today or sometime this week.”

· Have celebratory events.  Invite the parents.  Get the support of key church parents to help you build relationships with the others.

· Have a sign-in table with greeters.  Wherever parents drop off their children, make a reason for the parents to talk to the greeter.  
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3a. The Ideal Model:  Saved and Willing
When moms and dads understand the responsibility for the spiritual training of their children, they will take whatever they are learning and look for ways to transmit it to their children. How about beginning the car conversation like this?

“Michael, I think your Sabbath School class was about Jonah today, wasn’t it?  In our class, we were also learning about obeying God, but we were studying Nehemiah.  What do you remember about Nehemiah?”  
In this model, the parents lead in the spiritual teaching of their children.  The church ministers through the parents and to the child.  
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3b. The Ideal Model:  Saved and Willing.
In this case, parents must act. The church equips the parents.  Children’s workers assist the parents.  

· Spend time in teaching your children.

· Make it regular, and follow a plan like using a family devotional guide or other curriculum.

· Regularly communicate these four points to your children as a start:

 
 * learning the Bible is the most important thing you can learn

 
 * The Bible is completely true

 * Putting into practice what you learn from the Bible will keep you from  many problems later in life

 
 * Our family loves the Bible!

· Take time to regularly evaluate your children’s spiritual development.  Think about the goals you have for your children and determine what actions need to take place today in order to accomplish these goals.  

· Keep aware of what your children are being taught in their church classes.  Ask your children’s teachers for insight as to your children’s spiritual growth.  Be actively involved in reinforcing the importance of what they are learning from their teacher.
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Where Are You?

· The fragmented ministry – church minister to the child and to the parent.
· Connecting through the child ministry – church minister through the child to the parent.

· The Biblical Perspective – church minister through the parents to the child. 
          In small groups of two to four, discuss which one more closely fits your children’s ministry.
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George Barna Said:
“We have virtually lost a generation – we cannot afford to lose another.”
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Think about this:
It is not possible to do enough in children’s ministry to change the trend.

If we are not successful in engaging the home, we will lose another. 
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What will YOU do to give it back?

Resources:
Freudenburg, Ben F., and Rick Lawrence.  The Family-Friendly Church.  Loveland, CO:  Group Publishing, 1998.

Hansel, Tim.  What Kids Need Most in a Dad.”  Grand Rapids, MI:  Revell, 2002.

Trent, John; Rich Osborne; and Kurt Bruner.  Parents’ Guide to the Spiritual Growth of Children.  Carol Stream, IL:  Heritage Builders, 2000.
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George Barna says:
“We have virtually lost a generation – we cannot afford to lose another.”

–Who is responsible?

Spiritual Training—Owners
Ephesians 6:4 –  “And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.…”

1. Fathers – This tells us who owns the responsibility.  
Spiritual Training—Owners
The context of Eph. 5:22-6:9, Paul addresses 3 pairs of basic human relationships:  


Wives 

↔  Husbands  (5:22,25)


Children 
↔  Parents     (6:1,4) 


Servants 
↔  Masters    (6:5,9)
There is only one command for each -- Why?
Why is it “fathers’ rather than “parents”?

Spiritual Training—Violators 

2.  “Do Not Provoke Your Children to Anger”   Fathers who do are violaters!
Spiritual Training—Doers
4. “Bring Them Up”  --defines who does it.
· Active –not passive—that’s the sense here.  

Spiritual Training—Doers?
· Most Christian parents know they are responsible – but they feel inadequate.

· They view children’s workers as the experts – surely they know how – so they delegate the job

Spiritual Training—Doers?
When they delegate the responsibility, 

· They think the job is getting done → Thus Spiritual training is just an activity on par with karate lessons, violin lessons, or whatever extracurricular activities the child has.

· They don’t need to do it at home → Truth isn’t adopted into the worldview of the child.

Spiritual Training—Doers?
5. “In the Discipline and Instruction of the Lord.”
· It defines the boundaries -- What a safe, beautiful, healthy place to raise children!
What Has Happened?
Too many Christian parents have abrogated their responsibility …

And too many children’s workers have welcomed it with open arms!

We must give it back!
How to Give It Back?  
The problem:  Parents aren’t all at the same level!  The Four levels are:

Unsaved    
  ↔    Saved


Unwilling  
  ↔    Willing


Unprepared       ↔    Prepared


  
Unaware 
  ↔    Aware 

1a. Unaware or Unprepared
We minister to the child and to the parents

1b. Unaware or Unprepared

In this case, church leaders must act.

2a. Unwilling or Unsaved

We minister through the child to the parents
2b. Unwilling or Unsaved

In this case, children’s workers must act!
3a. The Ideal Model:  Saved and Willing
In this model, the parents lead in the spiritual teaching of their children.  The church ministers through the parents and to the child.  
3b. The Ideal Model:  Saved and Willing.
In this case, parents must act. The church equips the parents.  Children’s workers assist the parents.  

Where Are You?

· The fragmented ministry – church minister to the child and to the parent.

·  Connecting through the child ministry – church minister through the child to the parent.

·  The Biblical Perspective – church minister through the parents to the child. 
In small groups of two to four, discuss which one more closely fits your children’s ministry.
George Barna Said:
“We have virtually lost a generation – we cannot afford to lose another.”
Think about this:
It is not possible to do enough in children’s ministry to change the trend.

If we are not successful in engaging the home, we will lose another. 
What will YOU do to give it back?

Resources:
Freudenburg, Ben F., and Rick Lawrence.  The Family-Friendly Church.  Loveland, CO:  Group Publishing, 1998.

Hansel, Tim.  What Kids Need Most in a Dad.”  Grand Rapids, MI:  Revell, 2002.

Trent, John; Rich Osborne; and Kurt Bruner.  Parents’ Guide to the Spiritual Growth of Children.  Carol Stream, IL:  Heritage Builders, 2000.
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Slide 1

Rock-Solid Kids (Deuteronomy 6:6-9)  
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Suppose . . .
· You are a young parent…

· You have 3 children:  2 boys and a girl, 5 to 9…

· Now—think 20 years ahead…

· Your children are 25 to 29

What will you want to be able to say about your children then?
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Now Suppose . . .
·  It’s today again…

·  You’re still the young parent…
What can you do NOW that will have the greatest success in the areas you have listed as top priority? 
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The Object of Family Life . . .
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength.”
        — Deut. 6:4, 5
This passage is…

· the Sh’ma – the central statement of the Jewish faith.

· as familiar to Jews as John 3:16 is to Christians.
This verse is addressed to parents, because their actions set the pattern of action to be followed.  They have to model devotion to God themselves.  In fact, the best way a child can learn to follow God is to have a parent who sets the example.  
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The Object: Heart-Set


The object of family life has little to do with the family’s mind-set or skill sets (or the TV set) but rather with their “heart-set.”


“Love God with all your heart!  “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart …” Deut 6:6

The goal is a deep conviction and a priority above all else; the development of the children’s heart, soul and strength—in other words, the child’s whole being.  And in the child’s development, his or her heart, soul and strength are to be directed toward God.
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Environment of Family Life


We will achieve the object when we surround children with the right environment.  “You shall teach them diligently to your children…” Deut 6:6

A lifestyle that impresses God’s Word on children.  Parents are all too busy that they fail to provide an environment that teaches their children about God’s Word.  It’s just a mad rush each day to work, school, baseball practice, piano lessons, etc.  
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Environment of Family Life


A good environment is a home that is saturated with God’s Word.  

What type of family environment would be conducive to the teaching of God’s Word as priority?

·  focused parents

·  spiritual objectives

·  directed schedules

·  prioritized time
There are many benefits when parents teach God’s Word to their children:
1. You greatly diminish the possibility of your children’s involvement in sinful, destructive behavior in the future.  The psalmist said, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11).  When God’s Word is in the heart of a child, it keeps the child from sin.  
2. You greatly increase the possibility of your grandchildren’s salvation and eternal destiny in heaven.
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A Closer Look . . .
When and how can you find time to train your kids in the things of God?  Deut. 6:7 tells us that we are to train and teach “when we sit in your house…”
1st phrase:
· Sounds planned

· Sounds structured

· Sounds like transmitting content

· Sounds like mealtime – 4 questions that you can use regularly at mealtimes with your children are:


1. What happened today that reminded you of God?

2. What did you see today that reminds you that all people are sinners and need Jesus Christ?


3. What did you hear or see that did not agree with the truth in the Bible?


4. What part of God’s creation did you enjoy the most?
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A Closer Look . . .
Look at the next phrase of Deut. 6:7, “…when you walk by the way…”

2nd phrase: 

· Sounds unplanned

· Sounds unstructured

· Sounds like applying content

· Sounds like any time 

Illustration:  


“Hey kids, I had something neat happen today.  I went to get the oil changed in the car, and it cost $17.71.  I gave the man a twenty.  Now how much should I get back?” Dad asked the children. 


Tyler, the oldest, said, “About three dollars.”  


“Well,” dad said, “he wasn’t thinking.  He gave me $17.71 – a whole lot more than I was supposed to get back.  Wasn’t that cool?” 


Travis, age 7, and Tyler, age 8, began to protest.  “You should have given it back.” 


“Why? What does God say? Pursued their mom.  


“That’s like stealing, and God says, we must not steal,” replied the two boys together.  


They got it.  And, then Dad assured them that he did give the money back and got the right change
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A Closer Look . . .

A Home that is Saturated with God’s Word will have:  Balanced Teaching.

Planned, structured teaching times are not enough!  The teaching will become an academic exercise with little application to real life.  Neither can parents only be spontaneous—without a planned approach, they are like to miss communicating important truths.  


Teaching children the words of God “in your house” without making them relevant “by the way” produces hollow orthodoxy.  We produce children who win Bible quizzes and always have the answer in Sabbath School but never bother with how Scripture should guide them on Tuesday at soccer practice.  


But relevance “by the way” without the words of God “in the house’ is equally dangerous. Moral teaching without a firm foundation in absolute truth is mere relativism—no different from any other worldview.

Slide 11
A Closer Look . . .
“when you lie down, and when you rise up.”  Deut 6:7b

3rd & 4th phrases: 

· Review and reflection at the end of the day

· Preparation for a new day

· The dominant lifestyle characteristic of the  home
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A Closer Look . . .
A Home That is Saturated with God’s Word will practice:  Consistent, Continuous Lifestyle.

Moses mentioned an important pattern:  Review and reflection at the end of the day and preparing for the new day (“when you lie down and when you rise up” Deut 6:7).  Teaching God’s Word is to be the dominant lifestyle characteristic in the home.  
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A Closer Look . . .
“Bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.”

Deut. 6:8
According to Jewish tradition, sometime possibly after the return of the Jews from exile in Babylon and Persia, the Jews began the practice of binding small leather boxes—frontlets, which are called phylacteries or tefillim today—with straps on their hands and on their foreheads.  In the boxes, they would place small pieces of paper with this passage and others written on them.  Jesus referred to this practice in Matthew 23:5.  Devout Jews to this day continue their literalistic interpretation of this passage.
Constant exposure: 

· Like a “What Would Jesus Do?” bracelet – a reminder.  

· On your hand – what YOU see

· On your forehead – what OTHERS see
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A Closer Look . . .
A Home That is Saturated with God’s Word needs:  Scripture Exposure. 

“Bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” — Deut. 6:8
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A Closer Look . . .
“Write them on the doorposts on your house and on your gates.”  Deut. 6:9.

Memory triggers: 

· The last thing you see before you leave your house

· The first thing others see when entering your home
With memorizing God’s Word, we can:

·  talk about God’s Word and what it means and ways to obey it when we “walk by the way,”

·  keep Scripture constantly before our eyes (mentally)

·  meditate on God's Word before we fall asleep and when we wake up.

·  trust God during times of disappointments and difficulties. 
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A Closer Look . . .
A Home That is Saturated with God’s Word will value:  Memory Triggers.
It is valuable to memorize and recite God’s Word.  We must also review so that there is long-term retention and obedience.  Many Christians have memorized John 3:16 and can recite it accurately upon request—that’s long-term retention.  

CHM Leadership Certification

Level III, Course #4
Rock-Solid Kids
Module 4:  It’s a Matter of Time

(Handouts)

Suppose . . .
· You are a young parent…

· You have 3 children:  2 boys and a girl, 5 to 9…

· Now—think 20 years ahead…

· Your children are 25 to 29

What will you want to be able to say about your children then?
Now Suppose . . .
·  It’s today again…

·  You’re still the young parent…
What can you do NOW that will have the greatest success in the areas you have listed as top priority? 
The Object of Family Life . . .
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength.”
        — Deut. 6:4, 5
This passage is…

· the Sh’ma – the central statement of the Jewish faith.

· as familiar to Jews as John 3:16 is to Christians.
The Object: Heart-Set


“Love God with all your heart!  

“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart …” Deut 6:6
Environment of Family Life


We will achieve the object when we surround children with the right environment.  “You shall teach them diligently to your children…” Deut 6:6
Environment of Family Life


A good environment is a home that is saturated with God’s Word.  
A Closer Look . . .


Deut. 6:7 tells us that we are to train and teach “when we sit in your house…”

1st phrase:
· Sounds planned

· Sounds structured

· Sounds like transmitting content

· Sounds like mealtime 
A Closer Look . . .

 “…when you walk by the way…” Deut 6:7

2nd phrase: 

· Sounds unplanned

· Sounds unstructured

· Sounds like applying content

· Sounds like any time 

A Closer Look . . .
A Home that is Saturated with God’s Word will have:  Balanced Teaching.
A Closer Look . . .
“when you lie down, and when you rise up.”  Deut 6:7b

3rd & 4th phrases: 

· Review and reflection at the end of the day

· Preparation for a new day

· The dominant lifestyle characteristic of the  home

A Closer Look . . .
A Home That is Saturated with God’s Word will practice:  Consistent, Continuous Lifestyle.

A Closer Look . . .
“Bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.”

Deut. 6:8

Constant exposure: 

· Like a “What Would Jesus Do?” bracelet – a reminder.  

· On your hand – what YOU see

· On your forehead – what OTHERS see

A Closer Look . . .
A Home That is Saturated with God’s Word needs:  Scripture Exposure. 

“Bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” — Deut. 6:8
A Closer Look . . .
“Write them on the doorposts on your house and on your gates.”  Deut. 6:9.

Memory triggers: 

· The last thing you see before you leave your house

· The first thing others see when entering your home

A Closer Look . . .
A Home That is Saturated with God’s Word will value:  Memory Triggers.
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Rock-Solid Kids (Matthew 18:6)

Slide 2

Matthew 18:1-6
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"
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Matthew 18:1-6
Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
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Matthew 18:1-6
“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
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The Context – 18:3-5
Jesus said three things about children:

1. Children exemplify faith that saves:  “… unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (verse 3).  A child believes.

2. Children exemplify humility that pleases God:  “Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom “of heaven” (verse 4).

3. Children test our authenticity:  “Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me” (verse 5).  

A child helps us understand greatness.  We might have the same tendencies as the disciples.  We might be less thoughtful to the cleaning lady at work than we would be to our boss.  We might ignore a homeless person but not someone we perceive as wealthy.  
Jesus used a child to illustrate that God sees greatness differently from the way we do.  
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The Action
“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble …”
·  Stumbling means to fall down spiritually.
·  The primary application is to believing children

·  A secondary application is to unbelieving children
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The Warning
“…it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”
· A small one (2 feet in diameter) was used for capital punishment—a   millstone is a round circular stone used to grind grain.  During the days of Jesus, it was actually a form of capital punishment in Egypt, Rome and Greece.  

·  This millstone is bigger—one turned by donkeys
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The Contrast with Verse 8
· "If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire.”
· Verse 8:
If what you do causes YOU to sin…





…you’re better off maimed.

· Verse 6:
If it causes a CHILD to sin…

…you’re better off DEAD!

Do we take this verse seriously?  
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Three Stumbling Blocks
“So it shall be, when the Lord your God brings you into the land … to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—when you have eaten and are full—be careful not to forget the LORD, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt.”







-- Deuteronomy 6-10-12.
#1:  Neglecting Spiritual Training 
a) the first describes the pattern for the spiritual training of children (Deut.  

       6:6-9).

b) the second describes the comfortable life or the desire for it can cause us   

to neglect our duty to teach God’s Word to our children.  Canaan, the Promised Land!

Throughout the world, we have seen parents in less developed countries or countries with less religious freedom, such as Cuba, Ukraine, India, etc. far surpass the typical Christian parent in North America in their commitment to spiritual training.  We generally want our children to have things easy.  And when things are easy, or at least comfortable, we lose the urgency to train our children in the things of God.
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Three Stumbling Blocks
#2:  Undervaluing Children 

a) Preferential treatment will be a stumbling block.  Isaac preferred Esau, Rebekah was partial to Jacob (Genesis 25:28) and Jacob favored 
Joseph (Genesis 37:3).  

b) Jesus warns us not to despise one (Matt. 18:10).  Not most.  One. Every child is to be valued.  We are to be entirely impartial.  Why? Because every child is valued by our Savior.
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Three Stumbling Blocks
“Fathers, do not exasperate your children …” (Ephesians 6:4).
#3:  Exasperating Children – David gives us an example of a father who exasperates his children:  (2 Samuel 3:2-3; 13-18:33)

a) Abandoning responsibility –David did nothing to seek justice after Amnon, his oldest son raped his half sister Tamar.

b) Failure to forgive – when Absalom took justice into his own hands and killed 
Amnon.  

c) Busyness – David was so busy with his career that there was likely little time  for his sons and daughters.  (2 Samuel 8:13 tells that “David made himself a name.” )

d) Abused authority – committed adultery with Bathsheba and had Uriah, her 
husband, murdered.  Used his authority to satisfy his own lust.

e) Hypocrisy –while enjoying his fine reputation in the world, David fell short at home.  Hence, Absalom did not extend forgiveness and grace for he probably saw his father’s hypocrisy.

Things haven’t changed much for parents in three millennia, have they?  We parents often struggle with the same issues David faced in his life.    
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The Priority of Child Protection
Story:  Matthew Gibson was violated by a child predator at Central Church.  The devastation was severe.  Had many counseling sessions, but left the church when he grew up.  All the Gibson children rejected the Christian faith because of this incident.  What were the repercussions?
·  It about destroyed Central Church.

·  It severely injured several families.

·  It impacted future generations.
· Some refused the gospel because of it.

We need to protect our children for the consequences can cause a child to stumble in his faith in Christ!
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A Final Question
How can we avoid the millstone?  Remember, any partiality, embarrassment, rejection, thoughtlessness and other more benign ways can cause a child to stumble.  We need to heed the warning given by Jesus.  
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Matthew 18:1-6
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"
Matthew 18:1-6
Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 18:1-6
“Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
The Context – 18:3-5
““… unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  
Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.  
Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.”
4. Children exemplify faith that saves:  

5. Children exemplify humility that pleases God:  

6. Children test our authenticity
The Action
“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble …”
·     Stumbling means to fall down spiritually.
·     The primary application is to believing children

·     A secondary application is to unbelieving children
The Warning
“…it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”
· A small one (2 feet in diameter) was used for capital punishment
·  This millstone is bigger—one turned by donkeys

The Contrast with Verse 8
"If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire.”
Verse 8:
If what you do causes YOU to sin…

…you’re better off maimed.

Verse 6:
If it causes a CHILD to sin…




…you’re better off DEAD!
Do we take this verse seriously?  
Three Stumbling Blocks
“So it shall be, when the Lord your God brings you into the land … to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—when you have eaten and are full—be careful not to forget the LORD, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt.”







-- Deuteronomy 6-10-12.
#1:  Neglecting Spiritual Training 
The comfortable life—or the desire for it—will be the stumbling block.   

Three Stumbling Blocks
#2:  Undervaluing Children 

a) Preferential treatment will be a stumbling block.  
Three Stumbling Blocks
“Fathers, do not exasperate your children …” (Ephesians 6:4).

#3:  Exasperating Children – David gives us an example of:

f) Abandoning responsibility 
g) Failure to forgive 
h) Too busy
i) Abuse of authority 
j) Hypocrisy 

Things haven’t changed much for parents in three millennia, have they?  We parents often struggle with the same issues David faced in his life.    
The Priority of Child Protection
Matthew Gibson was violated by a child predator at Central Church.  The devastation was severe.  Had many counseling sessions, but left the church when he grew up.  All the Gibson children rejected the Christian faith because of this incident.  What were the repercussions?
·  It about destroyed Central Church.

·  It severely injured several families.

·  It impacted future generations.
· Some refused the gospel because of it.

We need to protect our children for the consequences can cause a child to stumble in his faith in Christ!
A Final Question
How can we avoid the millstone?  Remember, any partiality, embarrassment, rejection, thoughtlessness and other more benign ways can cause a child to stumble.  We need to heed the warning given by Jesus.  
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Rock-Solid Kids (John 6:9)

Slide 2/3
The Feeding of the 5,000 – re-read it.

Slide 4

The Feeding of the 5,000
“There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish … “ – John 6:9

What do you see in:

1. The little boy? – Eagerness to serve 

2. The adult worker? – Reluctance to use – felt the boy’s contribution wasn’t enough.

3. Jesus? – Willingness to accept the boy’s contribution; 


-- His ability to do much with the little that the boy offered.

Slide 5
Can Children Serve?
Yes, of course!  Proverbs 20:11 tells us “even a child is known by his deeds, whether what he does is pure and right.”  
Even though Timothy was a young man, Paul’s encouragement in 1 Timothy certainly applies to children as well:  “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (4:12).  
The Bible contains a number of accounts of children serving God:

·  Samuel served in the Temple from the time he was a young child (1 Samuel 2:18)

·  The little servant girl in the story of Naaman wasn’t afraid to tell Naaman’s wife about God’s power (2 Kings 5:2-4).

·  Daniel was young—possibly in his early teens or even younger—when he 
      determined to stand for the true God (Daniel 1:8)

·  Joseph (Genesis 39:9) and 

·  David (1 Samuel 16:12-13), were quite possibly teenagers when they 
      demonstrated their commitment to God through their lives.

·  Josiah, with the guidance of the high priest, served God faithfully as the king 
      of Judah at age eight (2 Kings 22:1-2).

·  Jesus was actively discussing Scripture in the Temple at age 12 (Luke 2:42-49).
Slide 6              You’ve Heard It …
·  Only 20% of adults serve in the church …

·  Write at the bottom of the page …

“If I asked the 10-year-olds in my church to serve …

I think ___ percent would do it.”
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The Children’s Ministry Wheel
It is important to examine your children’s ministry at your church.  When a church is running VBS, Awana Clubs or Neighborhood Bible Clubs, Sabbath School and Children’s Church throughout the week, it is apparent that the ministry is missing worship and serving.  So it may need retooling to focus a bit more on worship and getting children involve in serving.  

Slide 8
The Children’s Ministry Wheel

Each church should examine the elements of ministry to children.  Make your ministry a balanced one so that children not only receive religious education, participate in worship, but better equip them to serve.  If we fix it right, the ministry wheel should look like this:
·  Education – Sabbath School, Awana Clubs/Neighborhood Bible Clubs 

·  Evangelism – Vacation Bible School, Awana Clubs/Neighborhood Bible Clubs, 
 
puppet ministry.

·  Worship – Children’s Church, week of prayer, Sabbath School, etc.

·  Serving – Kids in Training, His Hands for the Community.  
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My Child’s Well-Rounded Spiritual Education
Gospel at the center and a balanced program that emphasizes:

·  Education

·  Fellowship

·  Worship 

·  Serving

Slide 10
Benefits of Involving Children in Serving
·  Relevance – When children serve, they apply their faith.  


“Real play” instead of “Role play”
·  Acceptance – When children serve, they feel part of the church.  To belong is very strong in preteens.  We need to retain them and make them feel like participants rather than spectators?  So involving them in service at a younger age helps to keep them in the church. 

“A part of church” instead of “Apart from church”
·  Influence – When children serve, other children are greatly affected.  If they are equipped to serve as teachers, they impact other children around them and other kids will remember the lesson taught by them better than by the teacher.  
“Impacting” instead of “Distracting others”
·  Motivation – When children serve, they are spurred on to more learning.  They will discover their own spiritual gifts.  As they see God using them, they will be encouraged to continue to serve Him!  

“Sharp appetites” instead of “Dull appetites”
·  Permanence – When children serve, they are less likely to abandon their faith. 

“Believing” instead of “Leaving the faith”
·  Strength – When children serve with their families, the family unit is strengthened.  Service to others causes children to become others-focused rather self-focused.  

“Connecting” instead of “Conflicting family”
·  Fruit – Children are often used of God to reach parents (and others) when alternate approaches are ineffective.  


  Illustration:   The children’s choir at Christ Community, a church of 3,000, regularly sees adults come to Christ through their service.  Before their ministry performance, which takes the whole worship service, the kids in the children’s choir pray for family members who are unsaved to come, listen and respond to the gospel.  Rarely does one of their services pass without several relatives of the children trusting in Christ!




“Fruit” instead of “Frustration”
Slide 11
Cautions when involving children in serving God
1. Service can’t substitute for salvation – Serving God and others always needs to be presented as a way to show love and commitment, never as a means of earning favor or salvation.  This guideline is true for both the believer and the non-believer.  
2. Service must begin with training – For example, if you want to train kids to invite others, Ron Forseth of Outreach, Inc. has developed tools that train children to invite other.  It is not just telling them to invite their friends.  We need to train them!  
3. Service must involve the active participation of an adult mentor – It is important to involve the discipleship model:

a. I will do it.

b. I will do it; you watch.

c. We will do it together.

d. You will do it; I will watch.

e. You do it.

f. You do it; someone else watches.  
Children need on-the-job training in which they are paired with an adult who understands the ministry.  An adult mentor is essential!  Jehoash, who became king of Judah at age seven, needed the guidance of Jehoiada the priest: “Jehoash did what right in the sight of the Lord all the days in which Jehoiada the priest instructed him” (2 Kings 12:2).
4.  Service must not showcase natural talent – Using only children with unusual and special talents to serve is not a good practice.  It may cause other children to think that they can only serve God if they are highly gifted.  
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Think About It …
One-half of those who attend church regularly as High School Seniors 

will abandon the church during their college years.

What is the single best thing we can do 
to keep them? 
Slide 13
Think About It …
The drive to below and to be significant:

·  We often begin to engage children in service at 15 -16 years of age.

·  How would things change if we were to engage children around 10-14 years 

of age?
Slide 14
Five loaves and two fish …
Kids are eager to serve.

Will you be like Andrew?  -- viewing children as not having enough.

Or like Jesus? – take whatever children often to be used by Him in His way to 



accomplish His purpose.

Will you let them serve?
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The Feeding of the 5,000 – re-read it.

The Feeding of the 5,000
“There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish … “ – John 6:9

What do you see in:

4. The little boy? – Eagerness to serve 

5. The adult worker? – Reluctance to use – felt the boy’s contribution wasn’t enough.

6. Jesus? – Willingness to accept the boy’s contribution; 


-- His ability to do much with the little that the boy offered.

Can Children Serve?
Yes, of course!  Proverbs 20:11 tells us “even a child is known by his deeds, whether what he does is pure and right.”  
The Bible contains a number of accounts of children serving God:

·  Samuel served in the Temple – 6 years old (1 Samuel 2:18)

·  The little servant girl — possibly around 12 years old.

· Daniel -- possibly in his early teens or even younger (13 years)

·  Joseph – around 14 (Genesis 39:9)  

·  David – around age 12 (1 Samuel 16:12-13) 
· Josiah – only 8 years old served God faithfully as the king (2 Kings 22:1-2).

· Jesus was actively discussing Scripture in the Temple at age 12 (Luke 2:42-49).
You’ve Heard It …
·  Only 20% of adults serve in the church …

·  Write at the bottom of the page …

“If I asked the 10-year-olds in my church to serve …

I think ___ percent would do it.”
The Children’s Ministry Wheel
· Evangelism – VBS, Awana Clubs/Neighborhood Bible Club, Sabbath School, Children’s 

      Church.
·  Education -- VBS, Awana Clubs/Neighborhood Bible Club, Sabbath School, Children’s 

     Church.
·  Worship

·  Serving 

The Children’s Ministry Wheel
· Education – Sabbath School, Awana Clubs/Neighborhood Bible Clubs 
· Evangelism – Vacation Bible School, Awana Clubs/Neighborhood Bible Clubs, puppet 

      ministry.

·  Worship – Children’s Church, week of prayer, Sabbath School, etc.

·  Serving – Kids in Training, His Hands for the Community.  

My Child’s Well-Rounded Spiritual Education
Gospel at the center and a balanced program that emphasizes:

·  Education

·  Fellowship

·  Worship 

·  Serving

Benefits of Involving Children in Serving
· “Real play” instead of “Role play”
· “A part of church” instead of “Apart from church”

·  “Impacting” instead of “Distracting others”
·  “Sharp appetites” instead of “Dull appetites”
·  “Connecting” instead of “Conflicting family”
·  “Fruit” Instead of “Frustration”
Cautions when involving children in serving God
4. Service can’t substitute for salvation 
5. Service must begin with training 

6. Service must involve the active participation of an adult mentor 

7. Service must not showcase natural talent 
Think About It …
One-half of those who attend church regularly as High School Seniors will abandon the church during their college years.
What is the single best thing we can do to keep them? 
Think About It …
The drive to below and to be significant:

·  We often begin to engage children in service at 15 -16 years of age.

·  How would things change if we were to engage children around 10-14 years of age?

Five loaves and two fish …
Kids are eager to serve.

Will you be like Andrew?  Or like Jesus? 
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Rock-Solid Kids 

Whenever there is a serious car accident, a stabbing, gunshot wounds, severe burns, a long fall—victims of these accidents often are level 1 trauma patients.  They need immediate, life-saving medical attention.  The best chance for survival for a level 1 traumatic injury occurs within the one hour of the injury– the “golden hour.”  Emergency and trauma center personnel are very familiar with the term “golden hour” because they live out its urgent reality.  

Some trauma surgeons have also proposed that in addition to the golden hour, there is also a “silver day”–a second but longer period of time that is also a window of opportunity critical to survival–the 24 hours after a severe injury. 

Is there a golden hour in evangelism?  Research, anecdotal evidence and even common sense all clearly identify the childhood years as that window of opportunity for the greatest life-saving impact for eternity.  The ages of 4 to 14 are the golden hour of evangelism!  All the ages of youth form the silver day.  

Slide 2

The Command to the Disciples

Some of us children’s teachers and leaders can unknowingly hinder children from genuinely coming to Christ. Some of the Modern-day Violators are: 
1.  The Inoculator – in enthusiasm to see kids saved, makes it too easy, and is too eager to confirm a child’s decision.  Salvation isn’t our work, it’s 
God’s (Titus 3:5)


Illustration:   The author, Larry Fowler was visit an Awana Club program where a Christian firefighter was speaking to the kids.  He did a masterful job of demonstrating his equipment, weaving in his testimony and spiritual truths along with the demonstration.  But he never gave the children the gospel or asked them to respond.  The director got up to give a salvation invitation.  He began by saying, “How many of you kids would like Jesus to be your friend?”  Of course, they all raised their hands.  “I am going to pray, and I want all of you to say it with me.”  So he led them through the prayer, phrase by phrase.  Then he inoculated the children: “Now, if any of you said that prayer for the first time, you now a Christian.”  Many of those children probably weren’t professing their faith when they parroted his prayer. The children were inoculated again future teach on the gospel because they were told they were Christians by praying that prayer.  

2.  The Headhunter – is one who wants to see many children saved, so resorts to techniques that result in multitudes of professions of faith but not necessarily in genuine ones.  
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The Command to the Disciples

3. The Manipulator –is one who works on the feelings of the children so that their responses are emotion, not faith.  It’s easy for a persuasive speaker to manipulate children.  But the bottom line is that the Holy Spirit does the convicting of the need of a Savior.  Imagine a path hidden with underbrush with rocks everywhere.  A landslide has cut away a section.  Think of this as representing the path a child may take in coming to salvation.  Jesus is not instructing us to pull the child through all the obstacles and over the rocks.  What’s implied?  The children will come.  Just be concerned about clearing the underbrush, removing the rocks and filling the gap left by the landslide.  When the path is clear, they will come.  The Holy Spirit will lead them.  Just don’t you hinder  them.
4. The Discipler – is one who works on growing the baby Christian and forgets to birth the baby first.  Nurturing is appropriate and necessary.  It’s comparable to the watering, fertilizing and weeding of a garden.  But we mustn't let it crowd out evangelism of children.  We must accomplish them both.  Whether we are running a VBS, or teaching Sabbath School, or you as a parent reinforce what your kids are learning from their Sabbath School lesson, we still need to explain the gospel to them.  


Children can learn Bible stories, Christian songs, character qualities and godly behavior but never hear the gospel! 
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The Age of the Children

Three Questions:
1. What age were the children in this story?

2. What do you think that was Jesus’ perspective on children being saved?

3. When should we present the gospel to a child? 
Some believe that children do not understand and so cannot be saved.  But Jesus said their utter dependence and simple trust is a model of the kind of faith that saves.  Some feel that young children may respond to the gospel because they want to please the teacher or because their friends respond.  George Barna Group finds in their research that children do understand and accept Jesus between 5-14 years of age.  Jesus says yes—let them come.  
As for the age of presenting the gospel to children, the concept of teaching Scripture in order to lead to salvation from an early age is sealed by 2 Timothy 3:15.  Paul says to his disciple, Timothy, “From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
Paul doesn’t say when Timothy became a believer.  But he does say that from infancy Timothy knew the Scriptures.  Start to teach them early—as early as possible.  Then let the Holy Spirit do His work.  
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The Age of Children
I asked people in our church… At what age were you saved?
·  20 + years

·  15 – 19 years

·  4 – 14 years

Larry Fowler, author of the book, Rock-Solid Kids, surveyed his church and found many accepted Jesus in the 4-14 age brackets.  Indeed, the childhood years are clearly a window of opportunity—the golden hour.  
Slide 6

Ellen G. White , Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 400 
“Children of eight, ten or twelve years, are old enough to be addressed on the subject of personal religion.  Do not teach your children with reference to some future period when they shall be old enough to repent and believe the truth.  If properly instructed, very young children may have correct views of their state as sinners, and of the way of salvation through Christ.” 

Slide 7

The Response of Children

Children will come to Christ.  They are open and receptive.  Some adults will come.  The man with leprosy (Luke 5:12), Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) and the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-40).  Most have to be brought, like Simon, Samaritan woman and Saul.  Children are different.  They will come.  So why aren’t we investing in these young ones?

But our churches are not doing the right thing.  This is what we do:

More resources (money, time, staff)  →  Less fruit


Less resources →  More fruit 
Slide 8
The Response of Children

Shouldn’t we do this?

Less resources 


      →   Less fruit


More resources (money, time, staff)       →   More fruit
This is exactly what George Barna concluded from his research:


“If you want to have a lasting influence upon the world you must invest in people’s lives; and if you want to maximize your investment, then you must invest in those people while they are young.  The research simply crystallizes lessons that we can observe through history and personal experience; In other words, if you connect with children today, effectively teaching them biblical principles and foundations from the start, then you will see the fruit of that effort blossom for decades to come.”




Transforming  Children into Spiritual Champions, p. 42 
John Crupper, of Awana Clubs International, adds:


“When seen from the perspective of eternity, this window of opportunity in which we have the greatest prospect of reaching individuals with the gospel must take on a compelling priority . . . Our expended efforts have not been commensurate with the available opportunity and the results that are possible.”
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5 Ways to Show . . .

…you believe children will come to Jesus:
1.  Get personally involved in evangelizing children

2.  Invest your resources proportionately

3.  Know how to share the gospel with kids

4.  Share the gospel with your own children

5.  Be just as excited about a child coming to Christ.
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Share Christ with Children

·  Their lives are ahead of them.

·  Their worldview is being molded then.

·  They are open and receptive.

·  And Jesus said, “Let them come.” 
Slide 11            The Golden Hour

Let’s not miss it!
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Rock-Solid Kids (Mark 10:14-16)
The Command to the Disciples

Modern-day Violators are: 
1.  The Inoculator – in enthusiasm to see kids saved, makes it too easy, and is too eager to confirm a child’s decision.  Salvation isn’t our work, it’s 
God’s (Titus 3:5)

2.  The Headhunter – is one who wants to see many children saved, so resorts to techniques that result in multitudes of professions of faith but not necessarily in genuine ones.  
The Command to the Disciples

5. The Manipulator – is one who works on the feelings of the children so that their responses are emotion, not faith.  

6. The Discipler – is one who works on growing the baby Christian and forgets to birth the baby first.  

The Age of the Children

Three Questions:
4. What age were the children in this story?

5. What do you think that was Jesus’ perspective on children being saved?

6. When should we present the gospel to a child? 
The Age of Children
I asked people in our church… At what age were you saved?
·  20 + years

·  15 – 19 years

·  4 – 14 years

Ellen G. White, Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 400 
“Children of eight, ten or twelve years, are old enough to be addressed on the subject of personal religion.  Do not teach your children with reference to some future period when they shall be old enough to repent and believe the truth. If properly instructed, very young children may have correct views of their state as sinners, and of the way of salvation through Christ.” 

The Response of Children

This is what we do:
More resources (money, time, staff)  →  Less fruit

Less resources →  More fruit 
The Response of Children

Shouldn’t we do this?

Less resources 


      →   Less fruit


More resources (money, time, staff)       →   More fruit
5 Ways to Show . . .

…you believe children will come to Jesus:
1.  Get personally involved in evangelizing children

2.  Invest your resources proportionately

3.  Know how to share the gospel with kids

4.  Share the gospel with your own children

5.  Be just as excited about a child coming to Christ.
Share Christ with Children

·  Their lives are ahead of them.

·  Their worldview is being molded then.

·  They are open and receptive.

·  And Jesus said, “Let them come.” 
The Golden Hour

Let’s not miss it!
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Slide 1:
Title

Slide 2:
What is this Mother thinking as she looks at her newborn child?  


Right from the start, many parents begin setting goals for their children as soon 


as they are born, dreaming big dreams, setting high expectations.  



Unfortunately, they are largely secular goals—doing well in school, having a good 

job, making a comfortable living here rather than focusing on our spiritual 


destination and goals.  Most parents don’t give much thought to the salvation of 


their children.  They often think that attending church once a week, turning 


them over to the church’s children’s ministries leaders will ensure their 



children’s salvation.



However, statistics are now revealing some very earth-shaking situations 



prevalent in Christian churches all over the world.  These statistics tell us that if 


we don’t wake up and take notice, our churches will soon die a natural death; we 

will not have a future if we don’t act today.  The problem is serious; the church is 

in a crisis!

Slide 3  
What Research Says

· More than half of our teens leave the church after high school.

· Christian young people today don’t know the Bible as they used to.

· They are not transferring their Biblical knowledge into a biblical 



worldview.
· Josh McDowell  says that only 15% have a biblical worldview

· Barna thinks it’s less than 10%.  (Larry Fowler, Raising a Modern-Day 
Joseph, pp. 27, 28) 
The research statistics tell us that we are in a crisis situation.  Something 
is very much amiss.  Across all denominations we see our young people and teens leaving the church in droves, and we often wonder why.  The reason lies in the fact that those who have attended church faithfully for years know the Bible facts and information but they do not know the Lord of the Bible.  They do a lot of memory work every week in church but this information stays as data in their minds.  It is not integrated into real living Christianity; it lacks the power of influencing the life because these cold hard facts have not connected them to Jesus.  Worse yet, we 
see a declining interest in reading the Bible among adults themselves, and today’s children don’t know their Bibles as well as they used to a generation ago.
This is no surprise as we look at Adventists today.  Only about half of them do read their Bibles on a regular basis.  Family worship is a thing of the past as we struggle to maintain our balance in a life where time is a scarce commodity.  When parents don’t read their Bibles or connect with God in prayer and worship, can we expect children to pick up this habit?
Dudley, who undertook a 10-year longitudinal study of Adventist young people on Why Our Teenagers Leave the Church (2000, pp 27-37), estimate that 55% are leaving the church in each generation and this is a conservative estimate.  based on his own personal pastoral experience, Barry Gane in his book, Loving Them Back, Leading Them Home (2010, p. 15) thinks that between 35 and 65% of youth leave the church.
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Home, School, Church, and the Community

The training of children begins in the home and we can never over-emphasize the important role that the home plays in the discipleship of children.  The home is the main discipler; the home is where children develop a genuine faith.  While the school, the church and community have an influence on the child, the religious instruction of children is primarily the responsibility of the home, of the parents.  If at home, children do not transfer their religious learning into a relationship with a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, their faith is not built on a solid foundation.  Thus when these children hit an identity crisis during the teen years, many are shaken and may yield to the temptation to leave the church and try the world.
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Home Influences 
Having recently written a book on parenting and faith development, entitled Revolutionary Parenting, Barna explained that there is no viable substitute for a parents’ spiritual imprint on their children. “In addition to making parenting a 24/7 priority, we found that parents must have an authentic and vibrant faith in order to provide meaningful spiritual guidance to their children. Children rarely embrace spiritual principles and practices that their parents fail to demonstrate in their lifestyle.”

Ellen White wrote a long time ago:  “Parents, remember that your home is a training school, in which your children are to be prepared for the home above. (Child Guidance, p. 17)
“Parents should in a special sense regard themselves as agents of God to instruct their children, as did Abraham, to keep the way of the Lord. They need to search the Scriptures diligently, to know what is the way of the Lord, that they may teach it to their household. . . In order to be teachers, parents must be learners, gathering light constantly from the oracles of God and by precept and example bringing this precious light into the education of their children. (Adventist Home, p. 184)
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Questions to Ponder 

· Am I saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ? 
· Do I experience the joy of a new life in Jesus? 
· Am I am growing every day in my relationship with Jesus?
· Do I have time alone with God myself?
· Do my children know that I read the Bible and pray daily? 
The above questions help parents to reflect on their own spiritual experience.  If they are to model spirituality for their children, then they need to think deeply about how they are influencing their children through their own spiritual experience.  Do you really have a relationship with Jesus and know Him as your own personal Savior?  Are you connected everyday with Him and do your children see you doing your own devotional day by day?
Can your children see that you are changing and growing, getting better from day to day?  Yesterday you might have lost your temper and had to apologize; today you exercised more self-control.  As you win your victories, share them with your children.  Talk about what you are learning from God’s word with them; talk about your prayer life—who, what, why you are praying for or about; share with them the joy of answered prayers.
Is your faith a living, thriving faith, one that is full of joy that is so infectious that your children can see it, hear about it, feel it and catch it?  In other words, is your religion contagious?
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Questions to Ponder 

· Do I believe that God has dreams for my children? 
· Am I intentional about my children’s spiritual growth and development as 
much as their physical, academic and social development?
· Do I teach my kids to love God’s Word? 
· Do I lead my kids to worship God?
· Do I recognize the importance of helping our children become God’s 
children, not His grandchildren? 
From my own personal connection with God, do I realize that my children need to connect with Him as well on a one-to-one basis, learn to love God’s Word and pray?  Hence, parents who are intentional will seek to find different ways to interest their children in talking about God and His will, obeying Him and spending time with Him everyday.  As children develop this intimate relationship with Him, they become His children, rather than having a spiritual experience vicariously through their parents.  The Bible clearly talks about us as God’s children, never as His grandchildren.
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Questions to Ponder 

· Do I have the skills to be a spiritual mentor for my children?
· Is my family comfortable discussing spiritual things?
· Is family worship an important part of our family life?
As parents think about leading their children to Christ, it is wise to question which skills they would need to develop in order to mentor their children.  Perhaps it’s learning to tell a story the interesting way, or adopting new flexible styles and approaches to teaching the Bible and reading God’s Word.
If spirituality is important, do we discuss the deeper things of God, how the children are relating to Him on a daily basis, as they face challenges in school and at play, how are such situations handled in light of the values we hold as Christians.  If we claim to love God, then how I behave on the playground or in school, whether I share my lunch or help a friend in need take on spiritual tones.  When parents frankly discuss these practical issues, they grow as a family, and children receive instruction in the ways of God through such conversations.

Then there is the crucial question of family worship which is fading fast from the picture of our Christian families.  With double incomes, parents don’t have much time for their children.  It is equally daunting to gather everyone together every morning or evening as we rush about to meet our appointments.  Yet, family worship is vital to the spiritual growth of its members and a key to the discipleship of our children.

Roger Dudley, who conducted a 10-year research into the spirituality of our young people came to this conclusion:

The strongest family-related predictor of faith and commitment in the whole study is the quality of family worship (experienced by the young person as interesting and meaningful).
Family worship seems to be a significant factor in helping youth develops a deep, rich, life-changing faith.  It is interesting that something as simple to do as regular family devotions could be so helpful. Think what might happen if this family activity were reinstated in each household. (Why our Teenagers Leave the Church)


Janet Kangas who studied more than 1,500 Adventist youth arrived at the same finding.  The more the family worshipped together, the higher the possibility that these teenagers will remain Adventists.  (A Study of the Religious Attitudes and Behaviors of Seventh-day Adventist Adolescents in North America Related to their Family, Educational, and Church Backgrounds, unpublished doctoral dissertation, Andrews University, 1988.)


If we recognize this as a priority for the spiritual growth of our families, then we 


need to do the following:

Plan ahead to ensure its success

Prepare materials

Set the time after consultation with members

Fit the age group; be flexible

Make it interesting; be creative

Keep it short

Focus on integration into life; make it practical
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Questions to Ponder 

· Do I walk the talk? 
· Are you positive in your outlook?
· Do you worry and lose your temper when something goes wrong?
· Does God’s love shine through your behavior everyday, not only on 
Sabbath?
Children are always stark honest.  One mother who was the perfect hostess was taken aback when her child said, “Mommy, why aren’t you this nice to us when people aren’t here?”  Do we model what we believe in?  Do we live up to what we teach the children about joy, about sharing, about generosity, about honesty or do we have double standards?
It’s easy when things are going well, but when problems crop up, do you fly off the handle and scream and shout to get your way?  How do you resolve conflicts?  Do you talk about trust in a God who cares and one who will see us through every difficulty or do you express doubt and get upset when something is not going your way?  

On a daily basis, do the children enjoy your company because you are the same smiling joyful Christian both at home and in church and in public?  When things go wrong, you can still remain positive in your outlook knowing that such things happen for our edification and then look for the lesson God is trying to teach in each situation.
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Questions to Ponder 

· In my relationships
· Am I involved with my spouse?
· Do the children feel secure with the connection and love between both parents?
· Are you involved intimately with your children (fathers especially)?
· Are you involved with your close relatives & church family?
Charity begins at home.  Ellen White writes that the “home field has been shamefully neglected.”  She talks about the importance of prioritizing our own family’s salvation before thinking about converting people outside of the home.  She reminds us to strengthen our relationships with our spouses and children at home so that our home life can be a model and witness to those around.  This work is “far more powerful than any sermon that can be preached.”

It is far easier to act right in public than to uphold these same principles in the home where we often let down our guard and shout and scream at our spouses and our children.  In Child Guidance, Ellen White writes:  You may be evangelists in the home, ministers of grace to your children. (Child Guidance, p. 479).  

Further, she writes:  “We need more sunshiny parents and more sunshiny Christians. We are too much shut up within ourselves. Too often the kindly, encouraging word, the cheery smile, are withheld from our children and from the oppressed and discouraged. (AH 37.1)
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 Questions to Ponder 

· Am I active in sharing my faith in God with others?
· Am I active in leading my children in serving others? 
While a living faith begins at home, it never ends there.  A living faith will be compelled to reach out to others.  As Christians we have a mission to the world, to share our living testimonies and help in serving the needy, poor and helpless.
Recognizing this important aspect of faith development, parents in one church planned their vacations around mission trips as families, visiting poor schools, orphanages, helping to paint, teach and interact with the needy children.  Their children saved their pocket money over a period of time so they could buy much-needed library books and art and craft supplies to share with those disadvantaged kids.  When parents model servant leadership, children catch on to the mission spirit that is so lacking in a self-centered world.




As I have observed, children who go on mission trips are never the same again; 



they are touched by the Spirit; they are transformed into caring Christians.  One 



young teen who returned from a mission trip just before Christmas, refused 



some expensive electronic game his parents wanted to buy for him.  He told his 



parents, “Well, I don’t really need the game; why don’t you set aside the money 



you were going to spend and use it for my next mission trip?”
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Home, Church, School & Community Interaction

Again we cannot over-emphasize the centrality the home plays in leading our children to Christ and fostering their time alone with God.  This is a duty that cannot be relegated to the church nor the school nor the community.  It has to begin at home, the primary discipling agency for children.  At best these other agencies merely reinforce the foundational teaching done at home.
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“Fathers and mothers, we entreat you to take up your long-neglected duties. Search the Scriptures yourselves; assist your children in the study of the Sacred Word. Make diligent work because of past neglect. Do not send the children away by themselves to study the Bible, but read it with them, teach them in a simple manner what you know, and keep in the school of Christ as diligent students yourselves.”  CSW 20 


Yes, the most powerful teaching strategy is modeling; tell your children to do as you do and not just do as you say.  If you want your children to study the Bible, then model it for them, show them that it is just as important to you.  The experts say that it takes 21 days to establish a habit, and if, for 3 weeks, Bible reading is consistently done, it will form a habit that will mean a closer walk with God.
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TAG—Time Alone with God 

· Preparing the heart with prayer

· ACTS

· Adoration

· Confession

· Thanksgiving
· Supplication

Modeling how to pray from the time the children are small is the best way to teach them communion with their Heavenly Father.  Praying privately, publicly out loud, having conversational prayer all help to personalize prayer.  We can bring all our burdens to the Lord, we can talk to Him about anything, yes, even our secrets.



“ACTS” comprises the four basic prayer principles that govern a Spirit-filled 


prayer:



“A”--adoration.  First begin with praising God for His goodness and might.  The 


Psalms of David provide a good reference for this part of the prayer.



“C”—confession.  This clears our hearts of our sins and wrongdoing and makes 


way for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts and grant us His power.  Just before 


Pentecost, the Apostles humbled themselves in repentance and confession—an 


important principle of effective prayer.



“T”—thanksgiving.  Ephesians 5:18-20 instructs us to be filled with the Spirit, 


giving thanks to God.  It helps us not to take things for granted and gives us 


clearer spiritual vision to see how God is working in our lives.


“S”—supplication.   Matthew 7:7 assures us that if we ask, it will be given to us; all our needs will be abundantly supplied.  We can be honest before God, bringing to him the desires of our heart and ask Him to make our heart one with His so that our desires will be His desires.  (Mark Finley, Revive Us Again, pp. 19-21)
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TAG—Time Alone with God 

· Connecting with the Word

· What does this mean to me today?

· Praying the Word

· Application in real life 
The importance of helping our children see that the Bible has power and is for our instruction and correction, pointing us to the right way and helping us see where we went wrong is to be our primary concern.  When we study the Bible, we need to constantly ask, “What is God saying to me today?”  “What lessons can I learn from this?”
Then we can use the Word of God in prayer; taking out gems of verses and turning them into prayers.  For example, “Lord you promised that nothing is too hard for you (Genesis 18:14) so we want to claim this promise as Lily faces the bully in her class tomorrow.  Give her the courage that you gave Caleb and Joshua.  We claim your promise that you will help us to be strong and of good courage (Joshua 1:6) because you are on our side.”  Our children need to learn that the Bible is powerful and relevant to daily living.
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Drawing Deep from the Word of God & Prayer 

· The lily on the lake strikes its roots down deep beneath the surface of 


rubbish and slime, and through its porous stem draws those properties that 


will aid its development and bring to light its spotless blossom to repose in 


purity on the bosom of the lake.  {Ellen White, My Life Today, p. 263} 

In a world that is sliding further and further from the image of God, we need to drink deeply from God’s Word to ensure that we can be like the lilies whose blossoms stand out in stark contrast to the pollution of sin all around us.
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Prayer 

· Christian parents, morning and evening, by earnest prayer and persevering faith, to make a hedge about their children. They should patiently instruct them, kindly and untiringly teach them how to live in order to please God.  {Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 397} 


Parents can begin here with their own spiritual journeys by earnestly praying for 


each child everyday, sometimes several times a day as they face challenges in 


their young lives.
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Prayer 

“Could our children learn these lessons of finding at dawn and twilight a quiet season for communion with their Father in heaven, in the morning of their years, what freshness and power, what joy and sweetness, would be brought into their lives!” – CG 525
When parents have a vibrant prayer life, they can influence their children very effectively to emulate this life-changing habit of spending time alone with their God and Father and discover the peace that overcomes all their childhood fears and problems.  Beginning early, they will learn the sweet assurance that comes with knowing a personal Savior who is always with us as we walk life’s road.
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How do we foster TAG at the different ages?
· 0 – 5 years

· 6-10 years

· 11-15 years


Parents are advised to use different approaches in fostering children’s time alone with God at different ages.  For the young children, time alone with God will be shorter as compared with the teenager who has a much longer attention span.  Very small children may do TAG with their parents or have their parents nearby as they do their TAG.


One two-year-old who had been spiritually mentored well saw the need to have her own time alone with God one morning.  Her mother, a seller of fruit, was struggling in the shop, trying to sell off as much as she could so that she could have time in the afternoon to study the Bible with a neighbor.  This young child knelt in the corner of the shop and prayed out loud unashamedly, “Dear God, help Mommy to sell many, many fruit so she can have time to have her Bible study this afternoon with Aunty Lyn.  Please help the people to buy lots and lots of fruit this morning, in Jesus’ name, Amen.”  For sure, those who were in the shop bought more than their intended amount that morning so that the faith of this two-year-old could be rewarded.


Young children from 0-5 need to learn the basic lessons of obedience, love, joy and answered prayer.  Yes, even as early as two years of age, as soon as the child can talk, they can begin to spend their own short private time alone with God.


Those in the primary years will be able to read the Bible on their own and supplementary materials, an easy-to-read version of the Bible (The Clear Word) and other aids such as maps or the Bible in digital form will be helpful in sustaining the interest.  Digitally, much is available and the Children’s Ministries website (www.childmin.com) with its podcasts and other interesting materials and activities will be helpful in this area.  Other websites you could visit include:  www.dltk-bible.com; www.msscrafts.com; www.akidsheart.com/bible/bible.htm; www.kidssundayschool.com.


Those who are 11-15 can be encouraged to read widely, ask curious questions about the Bible, play Bible trivia, connect with other kids on line to discuss a lesson for the week.  They can be challenged to teach the younger children a particular bible study and in order to do that, they themselves will have to be prepared.  Their time alone with God will take on more meaning as they see their prayers answered and feel the presence and leading of God.  Parents need to engage them often in conversations regarding their answered prayers and their spiritual walk.  They may pose questions that will stump their parents, but parents can always help to connect them to some authority to find the answers if they don’t know.


It is at this age that children should be led to decide for Christ.  Some may do so as early as 7 or 8 years old.  While baptism of young children is usually discouraged in many Asian churches, this commitment needs to be taken seriously and recognized.  Perhaps a simple ceremony of commitment could help seal this decision and work with the pastor to begin a series of Bible studies that will lead towards baptism.

Flexibility in allowing your primary and teens to approach their TAG in creative ways is necessary.  Teens have their challenges with their emotional highs and lows.  Instead of telling them to sit and read 3 chapters of their Bible as a daily mandate, allow them to connect with God in different ways.  Just memorizing a text, meditating on it through the day may be just as powerful as reading a chapter or 3 chapters.  Other times they may want to just listen to a reading on MP3, surf the net with a commentary to help them understand. Be open to a variety of approaches and better yet, ask the children to come up with different ways they might enjoy relating to the Word of God and prayer.  You will be surprised at the responses they will come up with.
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Making Disciples
At the core of spending time with God is to make disciples for Jesus.  Our children have to decide for themselves whether they will commit to God as a real Father and Friend.  We cannot do it for them.

The Kids in Discipleship Movement leads families towards discipleship, encouraging each to spend time alone with God on a daily basis based on Deuteronomy 6:4-7.  Christians subscribe to these verses as the principles of teaching our children about God and leading them to be His disciples
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THE K.I.D. MOVEMENT 

· Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.   Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Deut 6:4-7 

The Kids in Discipleship movement (KID), led by Pastor Don MacLafferty is an intergenerational approach to mentoring our children to be disciples of Jesus now rather than later.  It involves training the parents first and when they are equipped, then they commit themselves to discipling their children.

Pastor Don is traveling the world helping churches to start this movement among interested families.  Although initiated in the USA, this movement has now spread to nine out of the thirteen divisions of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  More information can be gleaned from their website: www.kidsindiscipleship.org.  It is a solution that the Lord has given to stem the loss of our Adventist youth to the world.  


We CAN keep our kids in the church as vibrant, loving Christians if only each individual and each family spends time alone with God, getting to know Him (I Chronicles 28:9).  He will transform us, He will empower us to stay true and faithful as His disciples and send us out with a dynamic testimony of what God can do in each of us.

CHM LEADERSHIP CERTIFICATION

Level III, Course #5
Fostering Kid’s Time Alone with God

Sally Lam Phoon, NSD Children’s Ministries

(Handouts)

What is this Mother thinking?
What Research says
· More than half of our teens leave the church after high school.

· Christian young people today don’t know the Bible as they used to.

· They are not transferring their Biblical knowledge into a biblical worldview


*Josh McDowell 15% have a biblical worldview


*Barna thinks it’s less than 10%.  (Larry Fowler, Raising a Modern-Day Joseph, pp. 27, 28) 

Home, School, Church, and the Community Interaction

Home Influences —Mother, Father, Grandparents, Uncles/Aunts and Relatives 

Questions to Ponder

· Am I saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ? 
· Do I experience the joy of a new life in Jesus? 

· Am I am growing every day in my relationship with Jesus?
 *Do I have time alone with God myself?
 *Do my children know that I read the Bible and pray daily? 
Questions to Ponder 
· Do I believe that God has dreams for my children? 
· Am I intentional about my children’s spiritual growth and development as much as their physical, academic and social development?

*Do I teach my kids to love God’s Word? 

*Do I lead my kids to worship God?
· Do I recognize the importance of helping our children become God’s children, not His grandchildren? 
Questions to Ponder
· Do I have the skills to be a spiritual mentor for my children?

· Is my family comfortable discussing spiritual things?
· Is family worship an important part of our family life?
Questions to Ponder
· Do I walk the talk? 
*Are you positive in your outlook?
*Do you worry and lose your temper when something goes wrong?
*Does God’s love shine through your behavior everyday, not only on Sabbath?
Questions to Ponder
· In my relationships

*Am I involved with my spouse?

*Do the children feel secure with the connection and love between both parents?

*Are you involved intimately with your children (fathers especially)?

*Are you involved with your close relatives & church family?
Questions to Ponder
· Am I active in sharing my faith in God with others?
· Am I active in leading my children in serving others? 

Home, Church, School & Community Interaction

Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 20 
“Fathers and mothers, we entreat you to take up your long-neglected duties. Search the Scriptures yourselves; assist your children in the study of the Sacred Word. Make diligent work because of past neglect. Do not send the children away by themselves to study the Bible, but read it with them, teach them in a simple manner what you know, and keep in the school of Christ as diligent students yourselves.”


TAG—Time Alone with God
· Preparing the heart with prayer

· ACTS

   *Adoration

   *Confession

   *Thanksgiving

   *Supplication
TAG—Time Alone with God
· Connecting with the Word

· What does this mean to me today?

· Praying the Word

· Application in real life

Drawing Deep from the Word of God & Prayer
          “The lily on the lake strikes its roots down deep beneath the surface of rubbish and slime, and through its porous stem draws those properties that will aid its development and bring to light its spotless blossom to repose in purity on the bosom of the lake.”  Ellen White, My Life Today, 263)

Prayer

“Christian parents, morning and evening, by earnest prayer and persevering faith, to make a hedge about their children. They should patiently instruct them, kindly and untiringly teach them how to live in order to please God.”  {1T 397} 
Prayer

“Could our children learn these lessons of finding at dawn and twilight a quiet season for communion with their Father in heaven, in the morning of their years, what freshness and power, what joy and sweetness, would be brought into their lives!” – CG 525
How do we foster TAG at the different ages?

0 – 5 years


6-10 years


11-15 years

“Give Study to the Early Training—The early training of children is a subject that all should carefully study. We need to make the education of our children a business, for their salvation depends largely upon the education given them in childhood. Parents and guardians must themselves maintain purity of heart and life, if they desire their children to be pure. As fathers and mothers, we should train and discipline ourselves. Then as teachers in the home, we can train our children, preparing them for the immortal inheritance.6The Review and Herald, September 8, 1904.”

“The youth should be carefully and judiciously trained, for the wrong habits formed in childhood and youth often cling to the entire life-experience. May God help us to see the necessity of beginning right.8The Gospel Herald, December 24, 1902.”

“The Plant—An Object Lesson in Child Training—The gradual development of the plant from the seed is an object lesson in child training. There is “first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” Mark 4:28.”     (CG 27)

“Children should not be forced into a precocious maturity, but as long as possible should retain the freshness and grace of their early years.” (Ed 107) 

Making Disciples

The K.I.D. Movement
CHM Leadership Certification

Level III, Course #6




Ministry to Children with Special Needs
Linda Koh, GC Children’s Ministries
(Presenter’s Notes)
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Ministry to Children with Special Needs

Children are like a box of colored pencils:

·  Some are sharp

·  Some are pretty

·  Some are dull

·  Some have short

·  Some are broken

·  And all are different colors 
In the same way, children with special needs come with different types of disabilities.  Some are less severe while others need more care.  Some respond well to us while others could just smile.  Some have unusual gifts while others are mentally challenged.  But they all need our love. 
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What is a Special Need?
· Special  = peculiar to a specific person

· Need  = Lack of something required

· A child with special needs requires individualized attention
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Children with Special Needs Are Valuable to God 
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”   Romans 8:28.

In the beginning when God separated the light from the darkness and created day, how bright that first light must have been.  The contrast of an early sunrise against a black backdrop can still take one’s breath away.  We will witness this same sort of contrast in the lives of children with disabilities.  The depths of their struggles can make their smallest success glow with heavenly light.  Those of you who are fortunate enough to know these amazing children will experience the warm rays of God’s love shining through their smiles.  

· They remind us that God is good – 

According to Romans 8:28, He promised to share that goodness with us.  Yet when Katie was born with a neurobiological disorder, the doctors said she would be mentally retarded.  One day, however, the toddler looked out of the car window and read a street sign.  Then her parents gave her a book, which she also read.  Katie was hyperlexic, meaning she had an exceptional, untaught reading ability at a very young age.  As a fourth grader, Katie, who was diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome, taught herself Japanese.  She continued to amaze her family and friends with God’s perfect plan for her life.

· They remind us that God is faithful – 

From his wheelchair, Cole feared the rough neighborhood where he and his mom lived.  He often cried himself to sleep because bullies made fun of him.  But through his faith in Jesus, Cole learned to pray for bad people and to trust God for protection.  He even requested prayer at church for his neighborhood, leading members to faithfully reach out to the bullies and share Christ with them.  

· They remind us that the image of God is within us, not outside us.  

Christy discovered this concept when she care for Elliot at camp.  Locked in a twisted body racked by multiple physical and mental disabilities, Elliot sat almost motionless in his wheelchair.  He never spoke, made eye contact or responded to her touch.  Early in the week, Christy watched with Elliot as the other campers swam, made crafts and giggled.  By midweek, she felt content to push Elliot’s chair down the paths under the trees, where she would stop and read poems to him or sing simple songs.  When it was time to say goodbye,  Christy patted Elliot’s right hand.  To her surprise, he slowly lifted her hand with his, drew it to his mouth, and gave it a soft kiss.  Christy’s eyes filled with tears.  Later, she described it as a kiss from God’s own heart.  

The Bible speaks of the need for childlike faith—a faith that surrenders our grown-up efforts to fix things.  As you minister to these extraordinary children, you’ll slam head on into Romans 8:28.  You may even question God’s goodness and power to make all things work for good for children like Katie, Cole or Elliot.  And that’s when children with special needs will become your teachers!
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The Problem with Labels

Walking into a school, a person might be strongly tempted to sort or “label” the students as “athletic,” “brainy,” “loser,” “stupid,” or “weird.”  Such categorizing of students emphasizes only one aspect of complex individuals.  Some labels create a negative effect on the children.  Here are some problems with labels: 
· Man-made labels create negative effects on the child.
· Derogative labels can obscure the vision of God’s words for the child. 
· Labels limit, degrade, and hurt, and is offensive to God.
· Every child, whether handicapped or not, is God’s workmanship, created in His image (Eph 2:10). 

Ephesians 2:10 affirms that “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  The Bible is clear that each child who attends your church is hand-knit with an individualized pattern by God.  That pattern beautifully displays God’s image in some form.  Each child is created specifically to be able to fill a prepared spot in God’s kingdom and an honored place in the Body.
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Peel Away the Negative Labels Associated with Disabilities

Make it clear to peers, parents, and volunteers that your church rejects all hurtful labels.  While disability labels are needed for communicating useful information, always remember that God’s perspective is much truer.  Instead we should: 

· Focus on children’s gifts
· Give all children an honored place in your church community

While some children may require specialized equipment or techniques in order to meet their needs, you have the joy of seeing the participation of those children enrich the lives of others.  “And this is his command:…to love one another” (1 John 3:23).  
	     People may see             
	           God sees

	    Cerebral Palsy Cindy
	Cindy, handcrafted by Himself before she was even born.  Part of her unique knitting pattern is her love for animals and gifted singing voice.  She also happens to have cerebral palsy.  

	   Down Syndrome Adam
Adam, image-bearer of Himself, who displays passion for prayer and care for the people in his life.  He also happens to have Down syndrome.  


	Adam, image-bearer of Himself, who displays passion for prayer and care for the people in his life.  He also happens to have Down syndrome.  

	  Autistic Sam
	Sam, honored and significant member of the Body of Christ, who is a gifted servant as he joyfully organizes the toy shelves at church.  He also happens to have autism.  
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Myths About Special Needs
·  I can’t serve children with disabilities—I’ve no training.  
 Do you know that children with disabilities are born into families with no training.  Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles do what comes naturally.  First they love these children; then they get to know them.  God simply asks their church family to do the same.  As a new volunteer, you’’ be trained and maybe partnered with an experienced person, and you’ll be surprised how quickly your confidence grows. 
· Aren’t children with mental retardation spiritually innocent before God?
While some children with special needs may not understand God’s grace, they can all experience His love in amazing ways.  Many churches are worried about whether these children can be baptized, or whether they can be saved.  What we need to be concerned is how we minister to them.  We don’t need to figure out their age of accountability or their mental capacity to introduce them to Jesus. 
· We don’t need a special ministry—there’s one in the church downtown
 If you do your research of your community, you will notice churches will list many programs from Bible studies to youth ministries, recovery programs, sports events and others, but may find not one add lists a disability ministry.  Yet school districts in United States estimate that children with special needs make up 15-25 percent of their student body.  Your church may need to think about how to serve your community. 
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Myths About Special Needs

· Guess I should volunteer –God sent these children to teach me 

“God does not send the disabled child to test one’s faith or teach one to love.  Each person has equal value.  Each person can be a blessing to others, whether handicapped or not,” says Rev. Dennis D. Schurter, retired chaplain at the Denton State School in Denton, Texas.*  
·  Aren’t parents the best caregivers? Can’t they take turns?
Sure, parents could take turns, but you would miss God’s blessings.  You would miss building wonderful relationships with some of the most terrific children you’ll ever meet.  And the fruit of the Spirit in your life will be less ripe on the vine.  
·  Afraid of legal responsibility of caring for a child with disability 
There are legal responsibilities involved in serving in the nursery, in youth activities, in VBS, in the church kitchen and the parking lot.  But we don’t neglect those ministries.  The church carries insurance for accidents.  On occasion, a child with a disability may experience a medical condition that requires the intervention of a parent or a call to emergency.  But you can 
rest assured that you will always have a supervisor for support.  
*Dennis D. Schurter, D. Min., A Ministry Manual (Denton, TX, 2003), p. 16. 
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Unique Family Challenges
· Impact on Parents


*need to feel welcome


*look for a break


*seek religious education for disabled child


*need friendship

· Impact on Siblings




*some accept handicapped




* some are frustrated and embarrassed

· Impact on Grandparents




*most do not have training & strength to care for child
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Church-Family Supports
In addition to simply understanding a family’s stress and their child’s unique difficulties, churches can provide support in a number of ways.
1. Provide Financial Aid – Having a child with special needs can drain a family’s resources.  Medical treatments and various therapies can be costly.  Often at least one parent quits his or her job or cuts back on work hours to become the child’s primary caregiver.  Church members can help relieve this stress by becoming a safety net when an occasional financial emergency occurs.  

2. Supplement Needed Care – Parents work to provide exceptional care but feat that no one else would be willing to take care of their child as they do.  Parents also realize their child with a disability may never become an independent, self-sufficient adult.  This can cause enormous concerns about what the future may hold.  As these families build strong relationships within the church, their fears are alleviated because they see that people outside their family can love and enjoy their children.

3. Show Unconditional Love – Taking a child with special needs out into the community can be challenging.  People may stare, make cruel comments or fail to understand obvious physical differences or strange behaviors.  This stress can prevent a family from accepting an invitation for dinner at a friend’s home after church or staying for a church social.  By showing unconditional love, church members can help families overcome fears of embarrassment or rejection.  A loving hand from a friend to help can keep a family from feeling isolated in their church community.  

4. Share Grief – Although raising children with special needs brings many joyful     experiences, parents must accept grief and sorrow as their companions along the way.  They grieve over developmental milestones that their children miss, failed treatment plans, and dreams that will never come true.  The success they hoped for is mixed with the powerful emotions of denial, anger, fear and shame.  Church members can take time to listen to them or be there when they need a shoulder to cry on. 

5.   Promise Hope – While the world might focus on cost, inconvenience and lay blame at the feet of parents, the church must speak out with an alternative message:


“But [God] knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold” (Job 23:10).


“[God] was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering” (Isaiah 53:3).


“All your sons [and daughters] will be taught by the Lord, and great will be your children’s peace” (Isaiah 54:13).
God calls His people to proclaim hope to families affected by disability.  As Christians, we must commit to accept and help families dealing with special needs.  Each child’s differences must be understood and his or her strengths and gifts celebrated.  As insight is gained into each unique situation, we will discover how remarkable these children are and how easy they are to love. 
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Some Special Needs
·  Visually Impaired Children

·  Deaf Children

·  A child who uses a Wheelchair

·  A child with Chronic Illnesses

·  Bright Children

·  Gifted Children

·  High Energy Level Children
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Types of Disabilities 
·  Autism

·  Learning disabilities

·  Physical disabilities

·  Developmental disabilities

·  Visual and hearing impairments

·  Speech and language impairments

·  Emotional and behavioral disorders 
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U. S. Children (Ages 3-17) Need a Hand Because . . .

· 1 in 800 children born with Down syndrome

· 2 or 3 children per 1,000 have cerebral palsy

· 3.4 children out of 1,000 have autism

· 55,200 children are legally blind

· 4.7 million children have learning disabilities

· 21% children have emotional and behavioral difficulties

·   5.4 million children receive special education 

· 4.7 million children have AD/HD
Resources:
Autism:  http://www.nimh.nih.gov

Down syndrome:  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, http;://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/downsyndrome.cfm

ADHD:  http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats

Emotional and behavioral difficulties:  http://www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/glance.asp

Learning disabilities:  Summary Health Statistics for U. S. Children

Cerebral palsy:  http:www.cerebral palsy.org/what-is-cerebral-palsy/statistics

Blindness:  http://www.afb.org/Section.asp?SectionID=15+DocumentID=4398

Special education:  National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research
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What Are Our Responsibilities?

· To Remember Each Person is Special

· To Share God’s Love

· To Be Prepared

· To Create A Nurturing Environment
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Many have learned that . . .
·  A Person who hears less may see more.

·  One who sees less may perceive more.

·  One who speaks slowly may have more to say.

·  A Person who moves with difficulty may have a clearer sense of direction.
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A Prepared Teacher will

·  Know All of Her Students

·  Plan with Each Student in Mind

·  Ask for Assistance

·  Pray for the Out-Pouring of the Holy Spirit

·  Know His Own Weaknesses
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It’s You I Like  (Poem) 

It’s You I Like,

It’s not the things you wear,

It’s not the way you do your

hair – But it’s you I like

The way you are right now,

The way down deep inside of you –

Not the things that hide you,

Not your toys –

They’re just beside you.
But its You I like,

Every part of you,

Your skin, your eyes, your feelings

Whether old or new

I hope that you remember

Even when you’re feeling blue

That it’s you I like, 

It’s You yourself

It’s You, it’s You I like.
Resource:  Joni and Friends. Special Needs Smart Pages. Gospel Light, 2009. 
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Ministry to Children with Special Needs
Linda Koh, GC Children’s Ministries
(Handouts)
Children are like a box of colored pencils:

·  Some are sharp

·  Some are pretty

·  Some are dull

·  Some have short

·  Some are broken

·  And all are different colors 
What is a Special Need?
· Special  = peculiar to a specific person

· Need  = Lack of something required

· A child with special needs requires individualized attention

Children with Special Needs Are Valuable to God 
· They remind us that God is good – 
· They remind us that God is faithful – 
· They remind us that the image of God is within us, not outside us.  

                “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
                who have been called according to his purpose.”   Romans 8:28.

The Problem with Labels
· Man-made labels create negative effects on the child.
· Derogative labels can obscure the vision of God’s words for the child. 
· Labels limit, degrade, and hurt, and is offensive to God.
· Every child, whether handicapped or not, is God’s workmanship, created in His image (Eph 2:10). 
Peel Away the Negative Labels Associated with Disabilities 
· Focus on children’s gifts
· Give all children an honored place in your church community
	     People may see             
	           God sees

	    Cerebral Palsy Cindy
	Cindy, handcrafted by Himself before she was even born.  Part of her unique knitting pattern is her love for animals and gifted singing voice.  She also happens to have cerebral palsy.  

	   Down Syndrome Adam
Adam, image-bearer of Himself, who displays passion for prayer and care for the people in his life.  He also happens to have Down syndrome.  


	Adam, image-bearer of Himself, who displays passion for prayer and care for the people in his life.  He also happens to have Down syndrome.  

	  Autistic Sam
	Sam, honored and significant member of the Body of Christ, who is a gifted servant as he joyfully organizes the toy shelves at church.  He also happens to have autism.  


Myths About Special Needs
·  I can’t serve children with disabilities—I’ve no training.  
· Aren’t children with mental retardation spiritually innocent before God?
· We don’t need a special ministry—there’s one in the church downtown
· Guess I should volunteer –God sent these children to teach me 
· Aren’t parents the best caregivers? Can’t they take turns?
· Afraid of legal responsibility of caring for a child with disability 

*Dennis D. Schurter, D. Min., A Ministry Manual (Denton, TX, 2003), p. 16. 
Unique Family Challenges
· Impact on Parents


*need to feel welcome


*look for a break


*seek religious education for disabled child



*need friendship

· Impact on Siblings



*some accept handicapped



* some are frustrated and embarrassed

· Impact on Grandparents



*most do not have training & strength to care for child
Church-Family Supports
5. Provide Financial Aid 
6. Supplement Needed Care 
7. Show Unconditional Love 
8. Share Grief 
9. Promise Hope 
Some Special Needs
·  Visually Impaired Children

·  Deaf Children

·  A child who uses a Wheelchair

·  A child with Chronic Illnesses

·  Bright Children

·  Gifted Children

·  High Energy Level Children
Types of Disabilities 
·  Autism

·  Learning disabilities

·  Physical disabilities

·  Developmental disabilities

·  Visual and hearing impairments

·  Speech and language impairments

·  Emotional and behavioral disorders 
U. S. Children (Ages 3-17) Need a Hand Because . . .

· 1 in 800 children born with Down syndrome

· 2 or 3 children per 1,000 have cerebral palsy

· 3.4 children out of 1,000 have autism

· 55,200 children are legally blind

· 4.7 million children have learning disabilities

· 21% children have emotional and behavioral difficulties

·   5.4 million children receive special education 

· 4.7 million children have AD/HD
Resources:
Autism:  http://www.nimh.nih.gov

Down syndrome:  National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, http;://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/downsyndrome.cfm

ADHD:  http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats

Emotional and behavioral difficulties:  http://www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/glance.asp

Learning disabilities:  Summary Health Statistics for U. S. Children

Cerebral palsy:  http:www.cerebral palsy.org/what-is-cerebral-palsy/statistics

Blindness:  http://www.afb.org/Section.asp?SectionID=15+DocumentID=4398

Special education:  National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research

What Are Our Responsibilities?

· To Remember Each Person is Special

· To Share God’s Love

· To Be Prepared

· To Create A Nurturing Environment
Many have learned that . . .
·  A Person who hears less may see more.

·  One who sees less may perceive more.

·  One who speaks slowly may have more to say.

·  A Person who moves with difficulty may have a clearer sense of direction.
A Prepared Teacher will

·  Know All of Her Students

·  Plan with Each Student in Mind

·  Ask for Assistance

·  Pray for the Out-Pouring of the Holy Spirit

·  Know His Own Weaknesses

It’s You I Like  (Poem) 

It’s You I Like,

It’s not the things you wear,

It’s not the way you do your

hair – But it’s you I like

The way you are right now,

The way down deep inside of you –

Not the things that hide you,

Not your toys –

They’re just beside you.
But its You I like,

Every part of you,

Your skin, your eyes, your feelings

Whether old or new

I hope that you remember

Even when you’re feeling blue

That it’s you I like, 

It’s You yourself

It’s You, it’s You I like.
Resource:  Joni and Friends. Special Needs Smart Pages. Gospel Light, 2009. 
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How to Include Kids with Special Needs

(Presenter’s Notes)

Slide 2

Tips to Include Kids

· Provide a warm and welcoming environment in church & school programs 
        for children with special needs. 

· It is a wonderful way to show that every child can receive God’s promises  

        and serve in God’s kingdom.

· Seek advice and help of the child’s family.
It’s natural to have some feelings of uneasiness about working with children who have special needs, but these fears will quickly disappear as you gain some experience.  Seeking the advice and help of the child’s family is a first critical step.

Family members and other resourceful people in your church family can help you meet the child’s needs with sensitivity.
Slide 3

More Tips . . .

· The acceptance of the child with special needs helps the child to be   accepted by a group. 

· Get to know the child as a unique person – You will soon realize the child is more like other children than different. Eye-level contact and a warm smile can communicate an open invitation to get acquainted. 

· Use age-appropriate language and activities.

· Don’t do anything with the group that one child has no chance to do   successfully. 
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Other Tips . . . 

· Respect child’s need to develop independence; be patient and praise child’s best effort.

· Talk to the whole group about how everyone can be loving and kind to the person with special needs. 

· Keep communication open and honest between you and the child’s family.
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Learning Disabilities
Learning disabilities affect a person’s ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, or do mathematical calculations.

Therefore, preschool and kindergarten children need lots of encouragement and praise so they can experience the joy of learning new basic skills.
· Avoid putting an individual child in the spotlight.

· Pair up children to help each other on task’s that may prove difficult to one of them alone.

· Allow plenty of time for a child with learning disabilities to respond to a question, and provide visual prompts.
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Learning Disabilities 

· Repeat directions or write them on a chalkboard.

· Break tasks into smaller steps for older children.

· Offer a choice of activities.

· Provide help with tasks that require eye-hand coordination for younger children.

· Introduce key points and repeat them at summary time.
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Attention Disorders

The terms Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) may be used to describe the child’s difficulty with staying on task.

· Children with attention disorders may be hyperactive, easily distracted, or impulsive.

· Things that benefit a child that has attention disorder are smaller classes, quieter classrooms, routines, limited distractions, peer helpers.

· Establish regular patterns and routines.
Slide 8 
Attention Disorders

· Keep instructions and rules simple but remain firm about expectations. 

· Maintain eye contact with hyperactive children.

· Keep a attitude positive to help other kids accept hyperactive  child too.
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Mental Impairments
· Mental impairments cause delays in most areas of development that   includes development of intellectual and social skills.

· Repetition of songs, memory work, and key points in stories will help the child learn and become part of the group.

· Learn some of the basic signing language the child may also be learning.
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Mental Impairments

· A child may benefit from a program that is designed especially for children with mental impairments. 

· There are websites such as Faith Alive Christian Resources that have information and sample curriculum materials. 

   -- The older elementary-age child may benefit more from a program such as Friendship, which is designed especially for children with mental impairments.

  
 -- click here to visit their website www.faithaliveresources.org.
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Physical Disabilities

· A variety of conditions and diseases usually present at birth or as a result of injury.

· It’s important to work with the family to understand specific needs.

· Provide a safe physical environment and encouragement for the child to be independent.
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Handling Physical Disabilities

· Older children may be self-conscious about talking or asking questions about a physical disability 

· Help them to be comfortable enough to break down barriers.

· Encourage the child with a disability to become the expert by helping others understand.

· Each child can experience God’s unconditional love through your faith in action.
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More Tips . . .

· Enlarge visuals and use sign language for some of the songs.

· Be aware of food allergies when serving snacks.

· Have someone demonstrate how a wheelchair works to educate children’s curiosity.
Slide 14
Reference Tool


Helping Kids Include Kids with Disabilities is a how-to manual for teachers of children offering tips and short plan sessions for helping groups of children understand and welcome a child with a disability. 
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How to Include Kids with Special Needs
Linda Koh, GC Children’s Ministries

(Handouts)

Tips to Include Kids
· Provide a warm and welcoming environment in church & school programs for children with special needs. 

·  It is a wonderful way to show that every child can receive God’s promises and serve in God’s kingdom.

·  Seek advice and help of the child’s family.
More Tips . . .

· Acceptance of the child with special needs helps the child to be accepted by a group.
· Get to know the child as a unique person.
· Use age-appropriate language and activities.
· Don’t do anything with the group that one child has no chance to do successfully.
Other Tips . . . 
·  Respect child’s need to develop independence; be patient and praise child’s best effort.

·  Talk to the whole group about how everyone can be loving and kind to the person with special needs. 

·  Keep communication open and honest between you and the child’s family.
Learning Disabilities
· Avoid putting an individual child in the spotlight.

·  Pair up children to help each other on task’s that may prove difficult to one of them alone.

·  Allow plenty of time for a child with learning disabilities to respond to a question, and provide visual prompts.

Learning Disabilities 
·  Repeat directions or write them on a chalkboard.

·  Break tasks into smaller steps for older children.

·  Offer a choice of activities.

·  Provide help with tasks that require eye-hand coordination for younger children.

·  Introduce key points and repeat them at summary time.

Attention Disorders
· Children with attention disorders may be hyperactive, easily distracted, or impulsive.

·  Things that benefit a child that has attention disorder are smaller classes, quieter classrooms, routines, limited distractions, peer helpers.

·  Establish regular patterns and routines.

Attention Disorders
·  Keep instructions and rules simple but remain firm about expectations. 

·  Maintain eye contact with hyperactive children.

·  Keep a attitude positive to help other kids accept hyperactive  child too.

Mental Impairments
·  Mental impairments cause delays in most areas of development that includes development of intellectual and social skills.

·  Repetition of songs, memory work and key points in stories will help the child learn and become part of the group.
· Learn some of the basic signing language the child may also be learning.
Mental Impairments
· A child may benefit from a program that is designed especially for children with mental impairments. 

·  There are websites such as Faith Alive Christian Resources that have information and sample curriculum materials. 

   
www.faithaliveresources.org.
Physical Disabilities
·  A variety of conditions and diseases usually present at birth or as a result of injury.
·  It’s important to work with the family to understand specific needs.
·  Provide a safe physical environment and encouragement for the child to be independent.
Handling Physical Disabilities
·  Older children may be self-conscious about talking or asking questions about a physical disability 
·  Help them to be comfortable enough to break down barriers.
·  Encourage the child with a disability to become the expert by helping others understand.
·  Each child can experience God’s unconditional love through your faith in action.
Helping Kids Include Kids with Disabilities 
is a how-to manual for teachers of children offering tips and short plan sessions for helping groups of children understand and welcome a child
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Teens and Religion




Linda Mei Lin Koh, GC Children’s Ministries

(Handouts)
Why Do We Need to Understand Teens? (Barna)
·  Teens largely define the values and leisure endeavors of the nation.

·  The economy is substantially shaped by their choices as consumers and their work habits in the work force.

·  The nature of the family depends on how teens prioritize family and approach parenting

·  The future of the Church will be determined by their faith commitments.
Samuel Pfromm Netto, Psychology of Adolescence, 307. 

“Adolescence is an age where the individual is concerned with what is spiritual and sacred.”
Religious Needs of Teens
· They need to have a good relationship with religious authorities, such as parents and teachers so that they can see in them coherence between what they live and what they preach. 
·  They need to have correct concepts regarding religion at this time on their own so that they opt for the faith in Jesus.
Myths about Teens and Religion 
· Many think teenager do not like/are not even interested in religion.
· Studies have shown that “adolescence is an age where the individual is concerned with what is spiritual and sacred.”
· It’s true that this phase of teenage life produces radical transformations not only in the form of confronting the relationship with God, but with all aspects of their life.
· The individual is no longer a child, so that by himself, he may discover manner and forms of living and religion that was taught to him.

Teenage is the Best Phase of Life for Religion
·  Religious concepts gain more precision and depth in the final years of childhood and during puberty.
·  It is the best phase of life to strengthen the values of religion and a relationship with God.
What is the Teenager’s Response?
·  It is because that through their nature the adolescent is a reformer of the world and religion does not escape their criticism. (45)

·  The problems that they have with religion are not because of religion itself, but because of poor models of parents and religious leaders.

·  They want a more authentic religion of reflection, with less routine, and more awareness.” (46)

Key Factors in Teens’ Response
·  Positive response to religion depends on the role models exhibited by parents and the individuals who affect  the religious life of the child and the adolescent.” (317)

·  The rebelliousness of the teen toward religion is a form of rebelling against the people who desire to impose upon them religion which they themselves many times do not practice.

Religious paradox for the teen 

· He wants religion.  He is concerned with spiritual matters.  He desires the security that religion gives to the human being but
· He rejects it, distances himself from it, becomes critical, hard and inflexible because of what he sees and lives within it.
What separates the teen from religion?
Roger Dudley, a North American educator, states that there are three things that lead the teen to abandon the church.
1. The quality of the interpersonal relationships between teens and those who exercise religious authority over them (parents and teachers).

2. Inconsistency between what is professed as belief and what is lived.

3. Concepts that teens have regarding religion.
What separates the teen from religion?

Roger Dudley, a North American educator, states that there are three things that lead the teen to abandon the church:

1. The quality of the interpersonal relationships between teens and those who exercise religious authority over them (parents and teachers).

2. Inconsistency between what is professed as belief and what is lived.

3. Concepts that teens have regarding religion.

Religion, Identify and Independence

One of the most important tasks of adolescence is obtaining independence, emotional as well as economic. This implies reaching a sense of identity. One key question for the teen is: “Who am I?...” 

· When the young teen establishes differences between himself and his parents, he can reach the point of not accepting some values and customs adopted by them, as a means of seeing himself as a person with his own identity.

If parents or other authority figures understand the necessity and the nature o f the process of emancipation, they can really help with intelligent and understanding guidance. But if they fight against the process, trying to impose their value system on the teen, not allowing him to obtain a separate identity, the result can be: Rejection of religion.
Are Teens Really Rejecting Religion?
·  Teens are not directly against religion, but against the authority which sustains religion. 

·  Such rebellion is the personal method of the young person to free himself from the restrictions that hinder him from obtaining a separate personality. 

· Therefore, the more rigid and authoritarian that the form of applying religious authority be, especially when it is combined with severity and impatience, the more the teen will reject religion.
The National Study of Youth  and Religion 
1. Religious Participation

· Teens are relatively actively in religious organizations and activities.

· Teens attend Sunday school, church, or youth groups, pray and study the Bible. 

The National Study of Youth  and Religion 
2. Theological Beliefs 

·  Teens are like to hold many traditional Christian religious beliefs.

·  Majority of teens believe in God, afterlife, angels, miracles, demons, judgment.
The National Study of Youth  and Religion 
3. Christian Religions Beliefs 

· Teens from conservative denominations more likely than mainline teens to hold these religious beliefs.
The National Study of Youth  and Religion 
4. Importance of Faith

·  Majority of teens report that their religious faith is very important in their lives.

·  Most of them have shared their faith with someone not of their faith & have had great worship experience.
The National Study of Youth  and Religion 
5. Evaluation of Churches
·  Majority of teens express relatively positive views of their churches and fellow church members.

·  They would continue going to church if given the choice & that their church is warm & welcoming.
[image: image1.png]A COMPARISON OF THE BELIEFS OF BORN-AGAIN
TEENS AND NON-BORN-AGAIN TEENS

BornAgain  NotBorn Again
Statement DIS AGR  DIS

The Bible is totally accurate in all S0%  47%
of its teachings.

You, personally, have a responsibility to cell
other people your religious beliefs.

‘The devil, or Satan, is not a living being
buc s a symbol of evil.

Ifa person is generally good, or does enough
good things for others during his or her life,
he or she will earn a place in heaven.

When Jesus Christ lived on Earth, He
commitced sins, like other people.

Muslims, Buddhists, Chriscians, Jews and
all other people pray to the same god,

even though they use different names
for their god.

Prayer can change what happens in life.

Jesus Christ was a real person.
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Born Again Not Born Again
Statement AGR DIS AGR DIS

A person can lead a full and satisfying life 44 55 73 24%
even if he or she does not pursue
spiritual development or maturity.

People who do not consciously accept 67 32 22 76%
Jesus Christ as their Savior will be
condemned to hell.

Forgiveness of sins is only possible 88 12 50 47*
through faith in Jesus Christ.

All people will be judged by God after they die, 91 8 61 37%
regardless of their religious belief.

All of the miracles described in the Bible 95 5 63 34%
actually took place.

All religious faiths teach equally valid truths. 53 45 61 36*

After death, people are reincarnated—that is, 17 82 46 50%

they return to Earth in another life form.
Key: AGR = agree; DIS = disagree.

Notes: * indicates this information is from a Barna Research Group national study of 614 teenagers
conducted in 1999. All other data are from a national study of 605 teenagers conducted by Barna
Research in 2000. Percentages may not add up to 100 percent due to the exclusion of those who said

“don’t know.”

RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR

While youth ministry has become a standard ministry program in tens
of thousands of churches, and parachurch ministries geared to serving
and developing youth have become a mainstay of the ministry environ-
ment, there has been surprisingly little growth in the involvement of
teenagers in the life of the Church over the past decade.

As the figures in the following table show, slightly more than half of
all teens who describe themselves as Christian or who attend a Christian
church are present in the worship services of their church on a typical
weekend. One out of three teens reads from the Bible during a typi-
cal week, excluding when they are at a church service or event. About the




What Makes a Church Appealing?
1. People are friendly & care about each other

2. A Community with genuine relationships, supportive & family- oriented 

3. High quality teaching & preaching

4. Theological beliefs and doctrine of the church

5. Quality of programs and classes for children

6. The church being involved in helping poor and disadvantaged people 
Barna’s Advice for Youth Leaders
·  Understand the world of the teenager—the cultural context of the young person.  Read their magazines, watch their TV shows talk to them…

·  Enter with a Worldview—integrate your  faith into their practical life.  Teens are impacted by your modeling.

·  Enter with a philosophy & clear vision of why you are engaged in youth work.  

·  Pray daily for the development of teens.

·  Find resources that help you to be effective.

George Barna’s Advice for Parents
· Searching for Meaning – most teens go through a search for significance, seeking to discern meaning, purpose and truth in 

life.  Parents should not force a worldview or philosophy of life upon young individuals, but they can provide key insights and 
connections that will help them see life from a different vantage point.  Ask questions, clarify with them and encourage. 

· Define Appropriate Values – Parents who live in accordance with a consistent and Christian value set have a much greater chance of seeing those 
values absorbed by their children and teens than do parents who leave it to chance and hope for the best.  Discussing these choices 
is only one element in the process; demonstrating what they look like, in practice, is the most powerful influence.

· Family Connection – Most teens want to feel as if they are part of a family that knows them, loves them and will look out for them.  Parents must 
provide focused leadership to family members; have a vision for what kind of family they want to have and the strategies it will take 
to facilitate such a family experience.  Make a commitment to the sacrifices it will take to achieve this vision. 

· Faith Connection – The keys to successfully passing on faith from one generation to another relate to making faith central to one’s existence, 
avoiding lifestyle hypocrisy and integrating faith behaviors and values into everything the family does as a unit and as individuals. 

Conclusion
·  The teen is open to religion. He/she is vulnerable. He/she is an inquirer, he does not accept everything that he is told, he wants proof, he wants to see, but he is receptive. It is a great phase of life. A great opportunity to make a vulnerable decision for Jesus.

·  Satan has taken advantage of this phase to destroy the life of God’s children.

·  The Church has slept while the hungry wolf takes its children.

What Can Be Done?
·  A specific ministry to work with teens. We cannot waste this phase. If we maintain them in Christ at this age, the possibilities that they will remain in Him for their entire life is very great.

·  Tomorrow can be too late!
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